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T nus is the first number of the ConegressionaL GLoBe 
for this session—the first of the Thirty Third Congress. I 
will print several thousand surplus copies to supply all who 
may subscribe in a reasonable time—say by the L5th of 
next month—with the numbers trom the commencement of 
this session. 

The Coneresstonat Giospe and Appenpix and Laws 
will not be sold separately, as they were afew years ago. 
When separated they did not give general satisfaction, as a 
subscriber for one would frequently want the other when 
too jate to furnish him with the back numbers. ‘Therefore 
the ConcressionaL Grose and the Appenpix and the 
Laws will all be sold together. A man who may think he 
has pot the money to spare to purchase the whole, may get 
a club te jom him. 

The price for the whole for this session is 86 00. They 
ali go tree by mail. 


THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
: ll Aci 
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Monpay, December 5, 1853. 

Tas being the day prescribed by the Con- 
stitution of the United States for the meeting of 
Congress, the Senators assembled in the Senate 
Chamber at 12 o’clock, m. The Senate is thus 
constituted: 


The names of Senators, with the expiration of the term of 


service of each. 


Democrats (36) in Roman, the Whigs 


20) in Italic letters, and the Free Soilers (2) in Small 


Capitals 


=] 


; Vacancies, +—Total, 62. 


Davip R. Arcutson, of Missouri, President pro tempore 
of the Senate. 
Secretary—Aspoury DIcKINs. 


MAINE. ALABAMA. 
Hannibal Hamilin,..... 1857 Benjamin Fitzpatrick. .1855 
VACANCY 2.2.20 cecrcese 1859 Clement C. Clay, Jr ...1859 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. MISSISSIPPI. 
Moses Norris, Jr....... 1855 | Stephen Adams........ 1857 
Jared W. Williams*...1859 | Vacancy .............. 1859 
VERMONT. LOUISIANA. 
VSCancy ...cescocscees 1855 | John Slidell ........... 1855 
Solomon Foot......... 1857 Judah P. Benjamin....i1359 
MASSACHUSETTS. OHIO. 
CHARLES SUMNER..... 1857 Satmon P. Cuase..... 1855 
Edward Everett....... 1859 Be njumin F. Wuade....1857 
RHODE ISLAND. KENTUCKY. 
Charies T’. James...... 1857 Archibald Divon....... 1855 
Phillip Allen ...... +++. 1859 | John B. Thompson.....1859 
CONNECTICUT. TENNESSEE, 
Truman Smiath........ 1855 | James C. Jones ....... 1857 
Isaac TOUcey...... cece 1857 | John Bell .......cccees L859 
NEW YORK. INDIANA. 
Wm. H. Sewurd....... 1865 | John Pettis ...6.. ccses 1855 
Hamilton Fish........1857 | Jesse D. Bright ....... 1857 
NEW JERSEY. ILLINOIS. 
John R. Thomson ..... 1857 | James Shieids.........1855 
William Wright ....... 1859 Stephen A. Douglas....1859 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


James ¢ ooper. es 


MISSOURI. 
1855' David R. Atchison.....1855 


Richard Brodhead, Jr. ’ 1857 Henry S. Geyer....... 1857 
DELAWARE. ARKANSAS. 

James A. Bayard...... 1857 | Robert W. Johnson*...1855 
John M. Clayton ...... 1859 William K. Sebastian. . 1859 
MARYLAND. MICHIGAN. 

James Alfred Pearce...1855 de ea 1857 
Thomas G. Pratt......1857 | Charles E. Stuart...... 1859 
VIRGINIA. FLORIDA. 

James M. Mason......1857 | Jackson Morton....... 1855 
Robert M. T. Hunter. ..1859 | Stephen R. Mailory....1857 


NORTH CAROLINA. TEXAS. 
George E. Badger..... 1°55 Thomas J. Rusk....... 1857 
Lp. a 1859 Sam Houston.......... 1859 


SOUTH CAROLINA. IOWA. 

Andrew P. Butler .....1855 Augustus C. Dodge....1855 
Josiah J. Evans........ 1859 George W. Jones...... 1859 
GEORGIA. WISCONSIN. 

Wm. C. Dawson ...... 1855 | Isaac P. Walker....... 1855 
Robert Toombs ........ 1859 Henry Dodge.......... 185% 

7 CALIFORNIA. 
William M. Gwin......1855 | John B. Weller...... . » 1857 


* Executive appointments. 


Hon. DAVID R. ATCHISON, President pro 

tempore, called the Senate to order. 
CREDENTIALS OF SENATORS. 

The PRESIDENT presented the credentials of 
Hon. Rozerr W. Jounson, appointed by the 
Governor of Arkansas,a Senator from that State, 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the acceptance by 
the Hon. Soron Borianp, of the mission to Cen- 
tral America. 

The credentials were read; and Mr. Jounsow, || 


I 


having taken the oath prescribed by law, took his 
seat in the Senate, 

Mr. JAMES presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Puimie Atien, chosen by the Legislature 
of Rhode Island, a Senator from that State for the 
term of six years from the 4th of March last. 

The credentials were read; and Mr. ALLEN, 
having taken the oath prescribed by law, took his 
seat in the Senate, 

Mr. DAWSON. I beg leave to present the 
credentials of the Hon. Joun Beus , 
from the State of ' 


, Senator elect 
lennessee, for the term of six 
the 4th of March, 1853. I do this in 
consequence of the absence of his colleague, | Mr. 
Jones. |] 


years from 


The credentials were read; 
taken the oat 
the Senate. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, the Hon. 
Joun Suiipect has been elected by the Legislature 


id Mr. Bex, having 


prescribed law, took his seat in 


of Louisiana to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. Soute. He has not yet re- 
ceived his credentials: I presume, howeve r, there 
will be no objection to his beine sworn. 


The PRESIDENT. 


If there be no objection 
the Chair wil! 


{administer the oath of office to the 
Hon. Joun Supe ce of Louisiana. 

There being no objection, the oath prescribed 
by law was administered to Mr. 
took his seat in the Senate. 

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION. 

On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Rep- 
reseniatives that a quorum of the Senate has assembied 
aud the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, it was 

Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting of the Senate 
be twelve o’clock, m., until otherwise ordered. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD gave notice of his intention 
to introduce a bill extending the provisions of the 
several laws granting bounty land to the officers 


OLIDELL and he 


and soldiers who have been engaged in the mili- 
tary service of the United States. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, gave notice of his in- 
tention to introduce a bill granting to the State of 
lowa certain alternate sections of public lands for 
the construction of railroads therein. 

Also, a bill to organize a territorial government 
for the Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to introduce a bill making donations of public 
lands to the State of Lowa, for the construction of 
one or more railroads in that State between the 
Mississippi and Missouri rivers. 

Mr. GWIN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to make a donation of the public lands 
to the State of California, for the purpose of con- 
structing a railroad and telegraph line from the 
city of San Francisco to the Colorado river, or 
South eastern boundary of said State, with a 
branch passing through the valley of the Sacra- 
mento river to the boundary line between said 
State and the Territory of Oregon; 

A bill to establish a line of mail steamers from 
San Francisco to California, via the Sandwich Isl- 
ands, to Shanghai, in China; 

A bill to authorize the appointment of a United 
States district judge for the Southern district of 
California, and for other purposes; 

A bill to pay the expenses incurred by the 
State of California for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities in said State. 

NEWSPAPERS FOR SENATORS. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I desire to sub- 
mit a resolution: 

Ordered, That the members of the Senate shall, from 
the commencement of the present session, be supplied with 
five daily papers, or publications equivalent thereto, in lieu 
of the number heretolore ordered. 

The object is, Mr. President, merely to add one 
additional daily paper to those that are now al- 
lowed to the members of the Senate. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Mr. SEWARD submitted the fo 

lution for consideratioa; whic 
rules: 


tesolved, That the President be 


owing reso- 
res over under the 


requested, if notin his 


Opinion incompatible wit interest, lo commu 


nicate to the Se at any spondence that nay have 
taken place betwe t Governm t< the United States 
and his Majesty the King the Sandw islands 


SICKNESS IN EMIGRANT SHIPS. 


tT. , ' t 

Mr.] ISH Mr. Pres ent, | havea resolution 
to offer, which, if there be no objection, I ask 
may be considered at the present time 

Resolved, Thata select « tiv Appointed 
to consider the causes and | xtent of the chess and 
mortality prevailing on board emigrant v 
age to this country: and w t r any : what, fur r 
legislation is needed for the bett otect of the teal th 
and lives of passengers or wd such ve 

Mr. HAMLIN. It seems to me that there 
would be pro; 


riety in a wine the resolution to 


> over until the appropriate committee to which 
the subject should be referred shall be appointed. 
I aestre to lr ure what would be the appro} riate 
reference for the subject. 

Mr. FISH. The resolution proposes the ap- 
pointment of a select committee. {fam not aware 
of any standing committee to which the subject 
could | appropriately referre It is a subject of 
vast and vital Importanes Vessels are arriving 


with a thousand | 

most entirely decimat: 
prevailing sickness. Tl 
| 


put ¥ 


taken up and considered 


rompt action, 1 desire to have the 


1day ata single port, 
on the voy re by the 
ere should be no delay, 


subi “ct 





Mr. ADAMS. I am notd ject to 
the resolution, but it occurs to me t! t yt would 
be better to have the President’s message before 


yroceeding with other bu 3. 
The PRESIDENT. If there be any objection 
the resolution cannot now be considered. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I do not wish to interpose any 
objection, but | think this slative matter, 


and it is entirely unusual to proceed with legisla- 
tive business until the organization of both Houses 
I have no objection, 


a le i 


however, to the consideration 


of the resolution. 

Mr. MASON. I submit to the Senator from 
New York, whether this is a very proper subject 
of inquiry until the two Houses are organized and 
ready for business, and have received the recom- 
mendations of the Executive. 
ro over. 

Mr. FISH. Let it lie over. 

The resolution accordingly lies over under the 

; 
ruie. 


Let the resolution 


APPOINTMENT OF CHAPLAINS. 

Mr. BRIGHT offered the following resolution; 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That two Chaplains of different denominations 
be appointed for the present session, one by each House, 
and to interchange weekly between the two Houses, 

ABSENT SENATORS. 

The absent Senators were— 

Mr. Wiutiams, of New Hampshire, 

Mr. Toucey, of Connecticut, 

Mr.*Burier, of South Carolina, 

Mr. Toomss, of Georgia, 

Messrs. Firzpatrick and Crary, of Alabama, 

Mr. Dixon, of Kentucky, 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 

Mr. Gever, of Missouri, 

Mr. Sesastian, of Arkansas, 

Messrs. Morton and: Matxiory; of Florida, 

Messrs. Rusx and Hovsron, of Texas, and 

Mr. Waxker, of Wisconsin. 

The Senate adjourned until twelve o’clock to- 
mogow. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
First Session Thirty-Third Congress. 


The House consists of two hundred and thirty- 

four Members and five Territorial Delegates, one 

| new Territory having lately been formed, Wiz: 
) Washington. The Delegates have no vote. 


: 
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Dis. MAINE. 


1 Moves Macd 
1M 


> el ul 
7. 2.D 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
1 George W. Kittredge, 
2 George W. Morrison, 
3 Harry Uibbard. 
VERMONT. 
Meach rm, 


Tracy, 


Puller. 


Sf 
' n 


SACHUSETTS. 


el L. Cro ker, 
Wiley Pimands, 
muel H. We Hey, 
Villiam Appleton, 
harles W, 
uwthaniel P. Banks, jr., 

8 T% ppan Wentworth, 

9 ex DeWitt, (F. 8.,) 

10 lwavd Dickinson, 

1] John Z. Goodrich. 
RHODE ISLAND. 

1 Thomas Davis, 

2 Benjamin B. Thurston 
CONNECTICUT. 

1 James T. Pratt, 

2 Colin M. Ingersoll, 

3 Nathan Belcher, 

4 Origen 8S. Seymour. 

NEW YORK. 

i James Maurice, 

9 Thomas W. Cumming, 

i Hiram Walbridge, 

4 Mike Walsh, 

5 William M. Tweed, 

6 John Wheeler, 
William A. Walker, 
Vrancis B. Cutting, 
Jared V. Peck, 
William Murray, 

T. R. Westhrook, 

2 Gilbert Denn, 

Russel Sage, 
Rutus W. Peckham, 
Charles Hughes, 
George 4. 
? Bishop Perkins, 
Pe ter how e, 
George W. Chase, 
20 O. B. Matteson, 
91 Henry Bennett, 
> Gerrit Smith, (F.8.,) 
23 Caleb Lyon, (Ind.,) 
24 Daniel T. Jones, 

% Edin B. Morgan, 

6G Andrew Oliver, 

97 Jotn J. Taylor, 

92 George Hastings, 

Devis Carpenter, 
Benj. Pringle (ind.,) 
Thomas 8S. Flagler, 

2 Solomon G. Haven, 

Reuben E. Fenton. 
NEW JERSEY. 

1 Nathan T. Stratton, 

® Charles Skelton, 

32 Samuel Lilly, 

4 George Vail, 

5 4.C. M. Pennington. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

1 Thomas B. Florence, 
Jose; AR Chandler, 
Jotun Robbins, jr., 
Win. H. Witte, 

Jotn MeNair, 
Wiliam Everhart, 
Samuel A. Bridges, 

’ Henry A. Muhlenberg, 
Isaac E. Heister. 

Ner Middleswarth, 
Christian M. Straub, 
H. B. Wright, 

Asa Packer, 
Galusha A. Grow, 
James Gamble, 

Win. H. Kurtz, 

7 Somuel L. Russell, 

s John McCulloch, 
Augustus Qruin, 

Joba L. Dawson, 
David Ritchie, 
Thomas M. Howe, 
Michael C. Trout, 
Carlton B. Curtis, 
John Dick. 
DELAWARE. 
1. George R. Riddle. 
MARYLAND. 

1 John R Franklin, 

Jacob Shower, 

Joshua Vansant, 

Henry May, 

Wm. T. Hamilton, 

4. R. Sollers. 


U paar, 


Stimmons, 


awh oot 


Dis. VIRGINIA. 


1 Thomas H. Bayly, 
) 7; \' 


GP 
peifia, 

Rk Ch s iaulkner, 
9 H. A. Edmundson, 
10 John Letcher, 

11 Z. Kidwell, 

2 J Ir Snodrera s. 


13 Fayette MceMullin. 
NORTH CAROLINA, 
1. M 


2 Thomas Rutlin, 
3 Wim. 8S. Ashe, 
4 Sion H. Rogers 
$ J hn Kerr, 
6 Richard C. Puryear, 
7 Burton Craige, 
& Thomas L. Clingman. 
SOUTH CAROLINA, 
1 John MeQueen,(s. R.,) 
2 Willintn Aiken, (S.R 
3 L. M. Keitt,(S. 
1P. 8. Brooks 
5 James L. Orr, 
6 W. W. Boyce, 
GEORGIA. 
1 James L. Seward, 
2 Alfred H. Colquitt, 
3 David J. Bailey, 
Wim. B. W. Dent, 
BE. W. Chastain, 
Junius Hillyer, 
David 4. Ree 
Allez. H. Stephens. 
ALABAMA, 
Philip Philips, 
> James rombie, 
Sampson VW. Harris, 
Win. R. Smith, 
George &. lou ton, 
W.R. W. Cobb, 
James F. Dowdell. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Daniel B. Wright 
2 Wim. 8. Barry, 
O. R. Singleton, 
Wiley P. Harris, 
Win. Barksdale. 
LOUISIANA, 
Wm. Dunbar, 
Theodore G. Hunt, 
John E. Perkiu y ites 
Roland Jones. 


OLLO. 


7 William > 
} 


Shaw, 


(3S. R. 


’ 


David T. Disney, 
John Scott Harrison, 
L. D. Campbell, (F.38.,) 
Matthias H Nichols, 
Alfred P. Edgerton, 
Andrew Elitson, 
Aaron Hurlan, 
Moses B. Corwin, 
Frederick \V. Green, 
John L. Taylor, 
Thomas Ritchey, 
Edson B. Olds, 

. Win. D. Lindsay, 
Hiarvey H. Johnson, 
IW. R. Sapp, 

Edward Ball, 

Wilson Shannon, 

Georg Bliss, 

Edvard Wuade,(F. 8., 

J. R. Giddings. F. 8 

Andrew Stuart. 
KENTUCKY. 

1 Linn Boyd, 

Ben Edwards Grey, 

Presley Ewing, 

James 8. Chri-man, 

5 Clement S. Hill, 

> J. M. Elliott, 

Wm. Preston, 

J. C. Breckinridge, 

Leander M. Coz, 

R. H. Stanton. 
TENNESSEE. 
Brookins Campbell, 
Wm. M. Churchwell, 
Samuel A. Smith, 

William Crllom, 
Charles Ready, 

5 Geo. W. Jones, 
t. M. Bugg, 
vliz K. Zollicoffe 
Emerson Etherites 
Frederick P. Stanton, 

INDIANA, 

Smith Miller, 

2 Wiiliam H. English, 
Cyrus lL. Dunham, 
James H. Lane, 
Samuel W. Parker, 
Thomas A. Hendricks, 
Jobu ©. Davis, 


_THE 


GERRIT 


1O. R. 


Daniel Mace, 3 Samuel Clark, 
Norman Eddy, 


4 Hestor L. Stevens. 
M. Chamberlain, ‘TORRID 
Andrew J. Harlan. FLORIDA. 
}] Augustus E. Maxwell. 
TEXAS. 
1 Geo. W. Smyth, 
3 J. O. Norton, 2 Peter H. Bell. 
4 James IOWA. 
9 W.A 1 Rernhart Henn, 
‘ ‘ 2 J An P., Cook. 
WISCONSIN. 
1 Daniel Wells, jr., 
2 8. C. Eastman, 
3 John B. Macy. 
OREGON, 
 Femmae -T, Lisdlee 1 Joseph Lane. 
John G. Mi ler, MINNESOTA, 
Mordecai Oliver, 1 Henry M. Rice. 


3 John S. Phelps, 
Sam. Cr 


ILLINOIS. 
E.B 
John Wentworth, 


Washburn, 


Knor, 
Richardson, 
Yates, 
Allen, 
William H. Bissell, 
Willis Allen. 


MISSOURI. 
Thomas H. Benton, 


Alfred W. Lamb, 


J 


ruthers. 


ARKANSAS. 


NEW MEXICO, 
lL José Manuel! Gallegos. 
A.B Greenwood, CALTFORNIA. 
kL. A. Warren. 1 J. A. McDougal, 
i; © , S : “ 
MICHIGAN. 2 —* . Latham. 
1 David Stuart, UTAH, 
2 David A. Noble, ] John M. Bernhisel. 
Democrats, 159; Whigs, 71; Free-Soilers, 4. 
The Members elect, for the Thirty-Third Con- 
rress, having assembled in the Hall of the House 
of Representatives at precisely twelve o’clock, m., 


| Joun W. Forney, Esq., Clerk of the House for 


the last Congress, calied the House to order, and 
said: 

This being the day fixed by the Constitution of 
the United States for the meeting of Congress, I 
will now proceed, with the assent of the House, 
to call the roll of the Members and Delegates elect, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. I 


and request that such as are present will be pleased 


to answer to their names. 

The ro!l of Members was then called. 

The following members of the above list did 
not answer to their names, viz: 

Messrs. Zeno Scupper, Samvet H. Wattey, 
Smitru, Jonun S. Caskte, Pavtus 
Powex.,James L.Sewarp, Danret B. Wrieut, 
Sive.etron, RoLtanp Jones, Criemenrt S. 
Hitt, Brooxiws Campspe.ti, James J. Linpiey, 
Aurrep B. Greenwoop, Davin Stuart, GEorGe 
W. Suyru, Perer H. Beir, Jose Manvet Gat- 
LeGos, Delegate. Present 217; absent 18. 

The Clerk thereupon announced that a quorum 


| had answered to their names. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
Mr. OLDS. I 
proceed viva voce to elect a Speaker for the present 


| Coneress. 


The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. In- 
GERSOLL, of Connecticut, CHanp er, of Pennsyl- 


| vania, Davis, of Indiana, and Ewine, of Ken- 
| tucky, were appointed tellers to count the votes. 


The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, and 


votes, 217; necessary to a choice, 109; of which— 
Linn Boyd received 
Joseph R. Chandler 

Lewis D. Campbell 

Presley Ev 

Solomon G. 

James L. 

William Preston 

John G. Miller 

Thomas M. Howe 

William 8. A 

John S. Millson.... 

John C. Breckinridge 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Linn Povd—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ashe, D. 


| J. Railey, Thos. H. Baily, Nathaniel P. Banks, Barksdale, 


William 8. Barry, Belcher, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Bocock, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Bugg, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chas- 
tain, Chrisman, Churchwell. Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, 
Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Dent, Disney, Dowdell, Drum. Dunbar, 
Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Elliot, 
Ellison, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gam- 


| ble, Goode, Green, Grow, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, 


Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, John- 
son, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Kit- 
tredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lind- 


| say, Lyon, McDonald, McDougal, MeMullin, MeNair, 


Mace, Macy, Maurice, Maxwell, May. Mayall, Smith Mil 
ler, Millson, Morrison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Nichols, No- 


| ble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, 


Bishop Perkins, Johu E. Perkins, Phelps, Philips, Pow- 
ell, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skel- 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 


move that the House do now | 


| the following was the result: Whole number of | 


dec. 5, 
J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vans ’. 
bridge, Walker, Walsh, Warren, Wells. | Pll = 
Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wei ht = 
For Mr. Joseph R. Chandler—Measrs. Wittiam \ 
pleton, Ball, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Culiom, Dick. Dix 
inson, Edmands, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Frar bi 
Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Hiester, Howe. Hont. ea? 
MecCulloeh, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Nortoy’ 
Parker, Pennington, Pringle, Ready, David Rit hie, Ras 
sell, Sabin, Sage, John L. Taylor, Upham, Tappan Went 
worth, and Yates. : ; 
For Mr. Lewis D. Campbell—Meassrs. Benson Cer 
penter, Chase, DeWitt, Giddings, Matteson, Morgan ‘en i 
Tracy, Elina B. Washburne, and Israel Washburn. wr 
For Mr. Solomon G. Haven—Messrs. Abercrombie, Re n 
nett, Chandler, Ewing, Alexander HB. Stephens. and 


Reese, 


For Mr. Ewing—Messrs. Etheridge, Grey, Kerr, Pres 
ton, Puryear, Rogers, and Simmons. 

For Mr. James L. Orr—Messrs. Aiken, Boyce, 
and Mc Queen P 

For Mr. John G. Miiler—Messrs. Samuel Caruthers 
Lindley. and Mordecai Oliver. ; 

For Mr. Thomas M. Howe—Messtrs. Lewis D. Campbell 
and Meacharn. 

For Mr. Preston—Messrs. Cox, Haven, and Zollicoffer 

Fer Mr. Millson—Mr. Keitt. 5 

For Mr. Ashe—Mr. Clingman. 

For Mr. Breckinridge—Mr. Sollers. 


Brooks, 


The Cierk then, addressing the House, said, 
Linn Boyn having received a majority of all the 
votes given, I hereby declare him duly elected 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
United States for the Thirty-Third Congress, 

The Speaker elect was then conducted to the 
chair by Messrs. Orr and CHanpier. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen of the House of 
Representatives: By the vote just given you have 
manifested a degree of respect for, and confidence 
in me peculiarly gratifying to my feelings, and 
for it you have my sincere thanks. Confidently 
relying upon your kindly coéperation—without 
which it were vain to hope for success—and 
guided, as I trust] shall be, by a sleepless desire to 
maintain order and promote the harmony of this 
body by a faithful execution of its laws, I engave 
in the duties assigned me with no feeling to gratify 
inconsistent with the claims of impartial justice, 
no aim to accomplish inconsistent with the coun- 
try’s good. [Applause. } 

Mr. GIDDINGS, the oldest consecutive mem- 
ber of the House, then administered to the 
SPEAKER the customary oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

The Members were then called by States, and 
approaching the Chair were severally qualified by 
taking the usual oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that a 
message be sent tothe Senate, informing that body 
that a quorum of the House of Representatives 
has assembled, and elected Linn Boyp, a Repre- 
sentative from the State of Kentucky, its Speaker. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE 


Mr. MACE. 1 move that the rules of the last 
House be adopted as the rules of the present 
House, with the following amendments: 


No debate shall be had in the House, in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, or in Committee of 
the Whole House, but what is up@n ur germain to the sub- 
ject under consideration, except in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union when the President’s message is 
under consideration, at which time any latitude may be 
given to debate consistent with the decorum of the House. 
No rule shall conflict with this rule. 

Rule —. When a bill is reported from a committee, it 
shall be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, or to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and placed upon the Calendar in its order, without 
debate, unless otherwise ordered by a vote of two thirds of 


the House. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would ask the 
gentleman from Indiana to allow me to submit a 
substitute for his motion. 

Mr. MACE. I will yield to the gentleman for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: Then I offer the following 


/ as a substitute: 


Resolved, That the rules of the last House of Representa- 


| tives be adopted as the rules of this House until otherwise 
| ordered: Provided, howerer, That there shall be appointed 
| a committee of five members to revise said rules, which 
| committee shall have power to report at any time, and 


their report shall be acted upon by the House until disposed 
of, to the exclusion of all other business; anything in the 
rules hereby temporarily adopted to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Mr. MACE. I wish to state very briefly, not 


| for the information of any gentleman who served 


upon this floor during the last Congress, that itis 


Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, David Stuart, John || my anxious desire upon this occasion to endeavor 
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to place oe alel of this iia in : aan a condi- _— 


tion as will enable us to do the business of the 
country. 

Let me say a word then in reference to the first 
amendment which I propose. The order of things 
during the whole of last Congress, seemed to be 
this: after the expiration of the morning hour, 
some rent’ eman would move to ro into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
purpose, as was sup posed, of transacting the busi- 
ness which appeared on the Calendar; but, instead 
of that, the very moment we got into committee, 
nnder the latitude of debate which was allowed 
there, the universal practice with all of us was, to 

stand upon this floor and make nothing but Bun- 
combe speeches. This was the case, day after day. 
Now, sir, Lam not adverse to such speeches, and 
ventlemen will perceive that I have me ade a provis- 
yon in the amendment which I have offered, which 
will enable us to engage in that kind of debate when- 
evera majority of the House wishes to indulge in it. 
{ ‘onsequently, by the amendment which I pr@pose, 
whenever itis the wish of the House to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and take up the message of the President, then 
debate will open upon any and all subjects; but 
unless the message is underc onsideration, the pro- 
vision which I have offered will confine members 
as much to the matter immediately under consid- 
eration in the committee as they are confined by 
the rules when in the House. 1 think, therefore, 
that the beneficial character of my amendment 
must be apparent. If it be not adopted, we shall 
have a repetition of the scenes enacted at the last 
session of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, in reference to the second propo- 
sition, | beg gentlemen, and especially gentlemen 
who were present here at the last session, to give 
the subject their earnest and undivided attention. 
Now, it will be remembered, at the first session of 


the last Congress, that when engaged under the | 


rules, in calling upon the committees for reports, 
we progressed as far as the Committee on the 
Public Lands. At that point we stalled, and there 
remained for nine months, or unul we adjourned; 
and what was the reason? 

{Here a message was received from the Senate 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, notifying the House that a quorum of 
that body had assembled, and were ready to pro- 
ceed to business. ] 


Mr. MACE, (resuming.) 
of our stalling at the Committee on the Public 
Lands? Some four hundred subjects had been 
referred to that committee, and I do not make any 
reflection upon its members on this oc¢ casion, nor 
did I at the last session, for their course of con- 
duct. They were desirous, as all committees 
were, to get in their reports before the House; and. 
under the rules, a member of that committee had 
nothing to do during the morning hour—the only 


What was thereason | 


hour during which reports were received—than to | 


report a bill from his committee, occupy the whole 
of that hour in the discussion of the merits of the 
bill, and when the hour expired move that it be 
recommitted to his committee. And there was an 
end of the calling of committees for that day, as a 
matter of course. Under the provision which I 
offer, I have attempted to guard and place busi- 
ness in such a condition that if a bill be reported 
from a committee, and it be essential that the 
House should act upon it at once, that two third 
of the House can so order it. Unless that neces- 
sity exists, bills from all committees will be placed 
upon the calendar in their order, and be discussed 


when they come up in the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union. 
have fortified against that great abuse which ex- 
isted at the last session of Congress. Now, I am 
aware that, during the last session, many gentle- 
men supposed our rules were efficient; that they 
were proper for the guidance of the House. But 
as one member of the last Congress I protested 
that such was not the fact; and I say now to gen- 
tlemen, that every man who wishes to legislate 
and transact the business of the country, and to | 
pass affirmatively or negatively upon measures, 
that unless he vote for the adoption of the rule | 
about which I am talking, that but little legislation 
willbedone. There is aclass of men who believe 
that no legislation should be had, and for the pur- | 
poses of that class of men there never was a bet- | 


ter set of rules adopted than the one of the last | 
session. 


So that | think that I | 


| have elected a Clerk. 
| tleman from Indiana [Mr. 
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COMMITTEES. 

Mr.OLDS. I would ask the gentleman to give 
way for a moment, so that a motion may be made 
to appoint a committee on the part of the House 
to join the committee on the part of the Senate to 
wait upon the President of the United States, and 
inform him that we are assembled and ready to 
receive any message he may have to make. The 
rentleman’s proposition may give rise to consid- 
erable debate, and as the House is organized, I 
think that it is best we should have the message 
first. 

Mr. MACE. I have no objection to yield for 
the purpose indicated. 

Mr. OLDS. ThenI move that a committee of 
three be appointed on the part of the House to 
meet the committee on the part of the Senate, to 
wait on the President of the United States, and 
inform him thata quorum of each House is present, 
and ready to receive any communication he may 
have to make ‘ 

Mr. McMULLIN. 


I suggest that all the pro- 
posed proceedings 


be postponed until we shall 
I would request the gen- 
Mace] to withdraw 
his proposition until after the House shall have 
proceeded to the election of a Clerk. 

Mr. MACE. I should be very much gratified 
to accommodate my friend, but I see no reason 
why the motion I make should take up much of 
the time of the House. I will, however, yield 
for a moment to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Oxps,] in order to enable him to make the motion 
indicated by him. 

Mr. OLDS. I now submit the motion which 
I have stated, in reference to the appointment of 
a committee on the part of the House, to meet a 
committee on the part of the Senate, to wait upon 
the President of the United States, and inform him 


that the two Houses are organized, and are ready 


| to receive any communication he may be pleased 


to make. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

TheSpeaker thereupon appointed Messrs. OLps, 
of Ohio, Cuanp er, of Pennsylvania, and Bay ty, 
of Virginia, as members of such committee. 

THE RULES AGAIN. 

Mr. MACE. Iam not disposed to take up the 
time of the House in useless discussion. I have 
submitted these propositions; they are perfectly 
intelligible, as every gentleman upon the floor 
must see, and they are fully understood by most 
of them. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I am opposed to 
the proposition of the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Mace,}] particularly the first branch of it. 
In a Government like ours, I think the largest 
latitude of debate should be allowed, which a con- 
venient dispatch—nota hasty dispatch—but which 
a convenient dispatch of the public business will 
allow. By our rules we have already restricted 
debate, to some extent, in the House of Repre- 
sentatives; but the result of the adoption of that 
rule, would be to preclude all debate upon general 
subjects in the House of Representati ves, except 
during the first eight or ten days of the session. 
That general debate is allowed by that resolution 
only when in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union upon the President’s message. 


s || That message is usually referred in eight or ten 
| days, and it certainly ought to be referred after the 


allowance of some eight or ten days for debate 
upon its recommendations, because it is know n, 


| by the rules of this House, that the committees 


can originate nothing, but can only act upon sub- 
jects referreé to them by the House; and, until 
the message is cut up and referred to the appro- 
priate committees, that largest basis of action for 
the committees is withheld from them. After the 
President’s message has been referred, with a long 
session of Congress before us, ng general debate 
could arise in this House. 

I think myself that the practice of general de- 
bate in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union is a wholesome one, and | have 
not seen, in a pretty long experience in this 
House, any great mischief arising from those 
debates. This House has the power to stop de- 
bate whenever it is weary of it, and it has been 
its practice, constantly, as soon as they thought 
that general debate had proceeded to a reasonable 


extent under the rule, to stop the debate; and it | 


seems to me, with that rule recognized and con. 
stantly acted upon, the House has it in its power 
to protect itself from all interminable and useless 
de te. 

Sir, it was the first position that I assumed 
which causes me to be m earl t a ‘ O- 
sition to that resolution. It is pulling at imel 
u 1 us, whith it seems to mel tent with 

e sp tf our Gover mer, Besides these ex ii- 
siderations, there is another one, and that is, it 
would lower and degrade the dignity of this 
House. It is a qu tion of propriety a new Ad- 
ministrat! is ' into power. We havean 
unprecedentedly large Democrat I rity upon 
this floor, at the opposil rr npar. ely 
small. It does seem to me, view of the 
case, that this is ense t y has it already in 
its power to check unreasonable dk é It does 
seen to me tha \ 1 so rg a De i ma- 
jority, with a De t Lal igtra vat 
coming into power, atatime, too, when . Wi 
are so feeble, that it would not have a end ieee 
vating aspect for us for the first time to introduce 
a resolution restricting debate in this Llous 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Oh I do not rise for 
the purpose of discussing the old rules of this 
House. lt certainly evident to every man who 
knows anything abo the matter, that there are 
just grounds of « plant You know there are, 
Vr. Speake Ail Hou knows t, and the 
country knows it. This is the only period of the 
session at which we can provide against the diffi- 
culties existing in the rules of this H e. if 
the old rule ire ten rarily adopted withou any 
provision looking to a revision and expedit us 
action, the very force of the rules ti ives is 
such, as to prevent any moc ’ or amend- 
ments. I pr e, Mr. $ er,! oO introduce 
amendments 1 det now, but simply that this 
whole subject ha i referred to ‘ mittee, 
with a provision that they shall have power to re- 
port at any time, and that this House shall be 
compelled to act upon this report to the exclusion 


of everything else. 

I understand, Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Mace] accepts 1 it 

Mr. MACE. TI accept the substitut 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
ditior al amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. There is another reason 
which | desire to offer. The honorabl 
man from Virginia {Mr sdverved to 
the fact, that the Democrat party has an over- 
shine majority in this House. That is true. 
But | wish him to understand, and | wish that 
Democratic majority to understand, although 
there are but few Whies here, as the honorable 
rentleman remarked, yet that these few, and the 
country, will hold the large Democratic power in 
this Ho e toa strict re 


CAMPBELL,]| as an ad- 


ventle - 
: eT 
Barry] has 


ons 


y for their levis- 


lation We want them to understand, that we 
come forward with readiness and willingness to 
assist them in sweeping away the evils that have 
existed heretofore. We do not intend th it they 
shall go back to the country, if their legislation is 


not correct, with that old and worn-out excuse 
that the rules of the House have prevented them 
proper levislation. l would in- 
quire of the Speaker what woulg be the effect of 
moving the previous question upon t] 
tion? WV ould it be to bring the 
upon my am ndment? 

The SPEAKER. A motion for the previous 
question would not cut off debate. In other we rds, 
it would open the motion for the previous 
itself to deb ite. but would cut off all amendments. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I would inquire if the adop- 


tion of the previous quest 


from adopting 


1S proposi- 


Lious eto a vote 


question 


ion would not cut off the 
amendment itself of the 
{[Mr. Campsetti 

The SPEAKER. The previous question, if 
sustained, would cut off the aneendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio under the operation of per- 
lamentary law 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If that will be the effect 
then I will not make the motion. I underatood 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,] how- 
ever, to accept my sahaanitel as a partof his 


genueman trom Uhio, 


own resolution. 

Mr. MACE. I accept the gentleman's propo- 
sition as a part of my own. 

The ae AKER. With thatun de standing — 
if the centleman from Indiana a 
sition of the gentleman from Oluo as his ate. 
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then that is the only proposition b 


and the effec f the previous question, w! 


1 
tained, will be to bring the House to ad 


pre omition.,. 

\MPBELL. I then move the previ 
previous question was s¢ onde 1, and the 
main question ordered,to be put. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


to be some misunderstanding 1n relation to the 


There seems 
acceptance of the ame ndment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Camrpeci.] 1 understood the 
gentleman from Indiana {Mr. Mace] to ac ept 
it absolute yasa substitute for his own proposi- 
tion. 

The } PEA KER. 

Mr. STANTON. 


derstanding in relation to it. 


The Chair so understands it. 
But there is some misun- 
Other gentlemen 
understand it differently. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennes 
matter, the gentleman from Indiana acce; the 


proposition of the gentleman from Ohio as an ad- 


4 1 
see. As Tl understand the 


dition to his own, and asa portion of it, 
both resolutions are now before the House 
original proposiuon of the gentleman from 
ana, [Mr. Mace.| 

The SPEAKER. With that exp] 
resolutions as they now stand will be reported to 
the TLlouse. 

The resolutions were again read by the Clerk, 
as inserted above. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Thetwo reso- 
lutions are utterly inconsistent with each other; 
and, therefore, | say that for the gentleman from 


aunation the 


Indiana to accept the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohto, as a part of his own proposition, and 
for the two to stand together, is an absurdity in 
itself. | prefer the resolution offered by the ren- 
tleman from Ohio. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I agree with the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that there is a misunderstanding 
in relation to this subject. I wish a separate vote 
upon my own proposition, and I therefore call 
fora division of the question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair, if this subject is debatable under parlia- 
mentary law? 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable, the pre- 
vious quesuion having been ordered. What the 
Chair stated, was that the motion for the previous 
question itself was debatable. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. It is with reference to that 
point that I rose. Gentlemen will recollect that 
when the motion for the previous question was 
made, the Chair did not listen to several gentle- 
men who rose to speak upon it before putting the 
question. I move that the whole subject be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I beg to know 
what would be the effect of laying the whole sub- 
Would it have an effect on 
any future motion on the adoption of the rules? 

The SPEAKER. None whatever, the Chair 
thinks, for we have no rules now, except the par- 
liamentary rules and usage. 

Mr. STEPHENS. ThenI will vote for the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that in 
another form that proposition may be made. 

The question was then taken on laying the whole 
subject upon the table, and decided ia the nega- 
tive. 

The Chair then stated, that the question would 
be upon the first proposition, which the Clerk 
read, as follows: 

** Resolved, That the rules of the last House of Representa- 
tives be adopted as the rules of this House until otherwise 
ordered: Provided, however, That there shal! be appointed 
a committee of five members to revise the said rules, 
which committee shall have power to report at any time ; 
and the report shall be acted on by the House, until dis 
posed of, to the exclusion of all other business ; anything 
th the rules herebf temporarily adopted to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to know if the vote 
now to be taken is on the proposition just read, 
or on that made by the gentleman from Ohio? 

The SPEAKER. I propose to put the question 
on the proposition of the gentleman from Indiana. 

After inquiry from the Clerk, however, the 
Chair said that the proposition was that of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope that the House will 
adopt it. 


Mr. STANTON. If I understand the propo- 


sition of the gentleman from Ohio, it is to be put 
as an amendment to that of the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

The SPEAKER. Such is not the decision of 
the Chair. The impression of the Chair is, that 
the sentleman from Indiana adopted the propo- 
sition made by the gentleman from Ohio as a part 
of the original proposition. It is, therefore, the 
same proposition, though it 1s to be voted on in 
different branches. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


from Indiana adopted the pr: 


As the gentleman 
proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, and made it a part of his, on 
the division of the question [ suppose that the 
proposition of the gentleman from Indiana is first 
to be voted on, that being the first branch of the 
proposition as it stands. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Indiana 

ll please to state the order in which he desires 
the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio to 
stand. 

Mr. MACE. I stated expressly when the cen- 
tleman from Ohio offered his resolution that I 
dopted that as part of my proposition. 

The SPEAKER. 
but does the gentleman not think it would be 
better for it to precede his original proposition ? 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Upon the first 
branch of that proposition I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

{Loud cries of ** No!’ **No!’’] 

Mr. BAYLY. Well, I will withdraw the call, 
as that seems to be the wish of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Do 1 understand the gen- 
tleman to say that he withdraws the call for the 
yeas and nays? 

Mr. BAYLY. Yes, sir, 1 withdraw it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I renew the call. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mace’s 
proposition; and it was rejected. 

‘The question recurring on Mr. Campspenv’s res- 
olution, it was put, and the resolution was agreed 
to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which that resolution was adopted, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put on the latter motion, and 
it was agreed to. 


So the Chair understood it; 


ELECTION OF CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move that 
the House do now proceed to the election of a 
Clerk. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DEAN. I believe itis customary to put in | 


nomination individuals to be voted for for this 


| office. 


The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. DEAN then nominated Joun W. Forney, 
of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WHEELER nominated 
Youna, of Illinois 

Mr. CARPENTER nominated E. P. Smirn, 
of New York. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, nominated 
Esenezer Hurcarnson, of Maine; and 

Mr. BENNETT nominated Puianper B. 
Prinpie, of New York. 

Messrs. Dean, Wasnuepurn, of Maine, Car- 
PENTER, and WHEELER, were appointed tellers 
to take the vote. 

The roll was then called, and the following was 
the result of the vote, viz: 


Ricnarp M. 


Whole number of votes given, 200; necessary | 


to a choice, 101; of which— 


Jobn W. Forney received....... 
Richard M. Young... 

P. B. Prindle 

E. Hutchinson 

E. P. Smith 

James C. 

W. H. Bogart 

J.M. Barclay 

Chas. Brown, of Philadelphia 
Geo. W. Mumford 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Forney—J. C. Allen, D. J. Bailey, Thos. H. | 
| Bayly, N. P. Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bissell, 


Bliss, Boyd, Breckinridge, Bridges, Chamberlain, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Cur- 
tis, John G. Davis, Thos. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dent, 
Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, 


Eddy, Edgerton, Elliott, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Fen- | 
ton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Green, Grow, Hamilton, A, | 


J. Harlan, 8S. W. Harris, W. P. Harris, Hastings, Hen- 
dricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, 
| Johnson, D. T. Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, 


| Dee. 5, 
Lane, Latham, Lilly, Lindsay, MeDonald, McDewss). 
Mec Mullin, MeNair, Macy, Maxwell, May, Mayall. s. Mir 
ler, Morrison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Nichols, N« bie, Olds. 
A. Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, B. Perkins, J ; rE 
Perkins, Phelps, Philips, Pratt, Richardson, Riday. 
Thos. Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Kuffin, Seymour. Shannon 
Shower, 8S. A. Smith, Wm. Smith, Snodgrass, F. p, Sen” 
ton, R. H. Stanton, H. S. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, p 
Stuart, J. J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, \ 
sant, Walker, Warren, Wells, J. Wentworth 
Witte, and H. B. Wright. 

For Mr. Young—Messrs. Abercrombie, Ashe, Ball, Ben- 
ton, Bugg, Caskie, Etheridge, Goode, A. Harian, Ky itt 
Kerr, Knox, Leteher, Lyon, McQueen, Millson, Powel)’ 
Puryear, Reese, Rogers, Sapp, Shaw, A. H. Stephens’ 
Walsh, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer. , 

For Mr. Prindle—Meesrs. Bennett, Caruthers, Diek 
Dickinson, Edmonds, Haven, Lindley, J. G. Miller, Nor. 
ton, M. Oliver, Pennington, Preston, D. Ritchie, 
Simmons, Tracy, Upham, and T. Wentworth. 

For Mr, Hutchinson—Messrs. E. B. Hutchinson, 1. D 
Campbell, Chandler, Cook, Cullom, Everhart, Farley 
Goodrich, Howe, Ready, E. B. Washburne, 1. Wasbburn’ 
and Benson. , 

For Mr. Smith—Messrs. Appleton, Carpenter, Chase 
Flagler, Hiester, McCulloch, Matteson, Middleswarth, Prip- 
gie, an@ Russell. 

For Mr. Walker—Messrs. Clingman, Corwin, Ewing 
Hunt, 8. W. Parker, and J. L. Taylor. 

For Mr. Barclay—Mr. Meacham. 

For Mr. Bogart—Messrs. Morgan and Sage. 

For Charles Brown—Mr. Bocoek. 

For G. W. Mumford—Mr. Edmundson. 

Mr. Forney was then duly qualified by taking 
the oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. For the pur- 
pose of saving time, I offer the following resolu- 
tion for the election of the three old officers—the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, the Doorkeeper, and Post- 
master. [ suppose there will be no objection to it: 

Resolved, That J. Glossbrenner be hereby appointed 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Zadoc W. McKnew, Doorkeeper, and J, 
M. Johnson, Postmaster of the Honse of Representatives 
for the present Congress. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


’ ‘an 
; Ww estbrook, 


Sabin, 


DRAWING FOR SEATS. 

Mr. McNAIR offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, immediately 
after the passage of this resolution, place in a box the name 
of each member and delegate of the House of Representa- 
tives, written On a separate slip of paper ; that he then pro- 
ceed, in the presence of the House, to draw from said box, 
one at a time, the said slips of paper, and as each is drawn 
he shall announce the name of the member or delegate 
upon it, who shall chose his seat for the present session: 
Provided, That, before said drawing shall commence, the 
Speaker shall cause every seat to be vacated, and shal! see 
that every seat continues vacant until it is selected under 
this order. 


Mr. HILLYER. I wish to suggest to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McNarr] an 
amendment to his proposition, which I have no 
doubt he will adopt. It ts that the Speaker cause 
the members of the House to retire beyond the 
bar. 

Mr. McNAIR. I accept the amendment, and 
eall for the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. From the reading 
of the resolution it would appear, that members 
who have not yet arrived are deprived of the op- 
portunity of drawing seats under this resolution. 

Voices. ‘Certainly.’ ‘*That’s right.” 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I hope the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania will withdraw his reso- 
lution until I can make a suggestion. 

{Cries of ** No!” ** No!” all over the House.} 

Mr. MACE. I move the House adjourn. 

[Cries of ** No, no!” “* Yes, yes! ”*] 

The motion was put, and the House refused to 
adjourn. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The House then proceeded to execute its order, 
and the members retired without the bar. . The 
roll was called and the drawing proceeded, each 
member, as his name was announced, selecting 
his seat. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I desire to give notice that I 
will on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask 
leave to introduce— 

I. A bill to constitute the city of Jeffersonville, 
in the State of Indiana, a port of delivery; 

IT. Also, a bill donating a portion of the public 
lands to aid in the construction of a ratroad from 
the Falls of the Ohio river to a point on the Mis- 
sissippi river opposite the city of St. Louis; 

if}. Also, a bill to reduce the price of the pub- 
lic Jands in certain cases. 

Mr. DAWSON. I give notice that on to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day I will introduce a 


\| bill of the following title: 
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A bill to encourage agriculture, commerce, 
manufactures, and all other branches of industry, 
by granting to every man who is the head of a 
family, and a citizen of the United States, a tract 
of one hundred and sixty acres of land out of the 
public domain, upon condition of occupancy and 
cultivation of the same, &c. 

Mr. GROW. I give notice, that on to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, I will introduce a 
bill for the encouragement of agriculture and every 
other branch of industry, by granting to every 
actual settler upon the public domain one hundred 
and sixty acres of land. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. MceMULLIN. I move that, until other- 
wise ordered, twelve o’clock be fixed as the rezu- 
lar hour to which the House shall each day ad- 
journ. 

' The motion was acreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


I move that the 


N SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 6, 1853. 

Prayer by Rev. C. M. Burier, Chaplain to 
the Senate. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE TWO HOUSES. 

The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. W. V. Mc- 
Kean, Chief Clerk: 

Mr. Presipent: [ am directed to inform the Senate that 
2 quorum of the House of Representatives has assembled ; 
that Linn Boyn, one of the Representatives froin the State 
of Kentucky, has been chosen Speaker; Joun W. Forney, 
of Pennsylvania, Clerk ; and that the House is ready to 
proceed to business. 

I am also directed to inform the Senate, that the House 
of Representatives has passed a resolution for the appoint- 
ment of a committee, jointly with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on the Pres 
ident of the United States, and inform him that a quorum 
of the two Houses has assembled, and that Congress is 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 
make; and that Mr. O_ps, of Ohio, Mr. Cuanpier, of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. Bayty, of Virginia, have been ap- 
pointed the committee on the part of the House. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, it was 

Ordered, That a committee of two members be appoint- 
ed jointly with the committee appointed by the House of 
Representatives to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of each House has 
assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any com- 
munication he may be pleased to make. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the committee be appointed by the Presi- 
dent pro tem. 

The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Dopee, of 
Iowa, and Mr. Bett, of ‘Tennessee, the commit- 
tee. 

PETITION. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of the State of lowa, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a new land district in that State; 
which was ordered to lie on the table until the 
standing committees shall be appointed. 

HARBOR OF MICHIGAN CITY. 

Mr. PETTIT submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
port of entry at Michigan City, in the State of Indiana, and 
also of making an appropriation to continue the improve- 
ment of the harbor at that place. 

NOTICES OF BILLs. 

Mr. CHASE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to cede to the State of Ohio 
the unsold residue of the public lands remaining 
in that State. 

Healso gave notice of his intention to ask leave 
to introduce a bill to encourage agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufactures, and other branches of 
industry, by granting to every head of a family, 
being a citizen of the Unite States, or having 
declared his intention to become a citizen, a home- 
stead of one hundred and sixty acres of the public 
domain, on condition of occupancy and cultiva- 
tion for the period therein specified. 

Mr. ADAMS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to prevent the issue and 
circulation of notes of a less denomination than 
five dollars within the District of Columbia; 


Also, a bill to reduce and graduate the price of 
the public lands; 

Also, a bill making donations of land to the 
State of Mississippi to aid in the construction of 
the Southern Railroad; the New Orleans, Jack- 
son, and Aberdeen Railroad; and the Centra! 
Railroad. 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill providing for the sur- 
render to the State of Indiana of certain bonds of 
that State held by the United States. 

Mr. JOHNSON gave notice ofA:is intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to grant to the State 
of Arkansas the right of way and alternate sec- 
tions of the public lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from Gaine’s Landing via Cam- 
den and Washington to Fulton, in Arkansas. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. GWIN. Attheclose of the last session 
of Congress, | pledged myself to the Senator 
from lowa, [Mr. Dopeer,} that I would assist him 
in passing the homestead bill after we got through 
the discussion and passage of the Pacific railroad 
bill. It is well known to the Senate that both 
bills failed during that session. I now give notice 
that I shall, to-morrow, or at some early day there- 
after, ask leave to introduce the bill commonly 
known as the homestead bill. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
make a donation of the public lands to the State 
of California, for the purpose of constructing a 
railroad and telegraph line from the city of San 
Francisco to the Colorado river, or southeastern 
boundary of said State, with a branch passing 
through the valley of the Sacramento river to the 
boundary line between said State and the Territo- 
ry of Oregon; which was read the first time and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, as the commit- 
tees are not yet formed, the bill can lie on the table 
for the present 


| some importance,—the road mentioned in the bill 


being the commencement of a great national road 
between the Pacific ocean and the Mississippi 
river,—I move that the bill be printed for the use 
the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INDIANA UNIVERSITY LAND. £ 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, on the last 
night of the last session of Congress, a bill was 
passed ** to indemnify the State of Indiana for the 
failure of title to a township of land granted to 
said State on her admission into the Union in 
1816.’’ It received the signature of the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives; but, owing to 
some mistake on the part of some officer of the 


| House, it was not brought to the Senate for the 
| signature of the President of this body, and was 
| not sent to the President of the United States, 
| for his approval: and consequently it did not be- 


come alaw. ‘The matter at that time was very 
fully understood by the Senate, and there was no 


objection to the bill then. I hope there will be no 


| objection now to my offering the bill and asking 


j 


! 


the unanimous consent of the Senate to pass it at 
this time. 

There being no objection, leave to introduce 
the bill was granted; and it was read twice, and 
considered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the Governor of the 
State of Indiana to select nineteen thousand and 
forty acres of land, out of any land of the United 
States in that State now subject to private entry, 
in lieu of one of the townships granted to the 
State for the use of the State university, by the 
act of April 16th, 1816, the title to which has 
been decided by the Supreme Court of the United 
States not to be in the State: provided, that the 

roceeds of the substituted land, when sold, shall! 
be forever applied for the use of the Indiana Uni- 
versity. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
read, read a third time, and passed. 

PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Mr. President, on 
behalf of the joint committee appointed to wait on 
the President of the United States, and inform 
him that the two Houses of Congress are or- 


Sut inasmuch as the subject is of 


N 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. - 5 


ganized, and ready to proceed to business, and 
receive any communatcation he might have to make 
’ 





to them, | have to report that the committee per- 
formed the duty assigned to it, and the President 
of the United States replied that he would imme- 
diately communicate with the two Houses, 

Sipney Wessrer, Esq., Private Secretary of 
the President, shortly afterwards appeared below 
the bar, and said: — 

Mr. Prestpentr: I am directed by the President of the 


United States, to deliver to the Senate several messages in 
writing 


The PRESIDENT. I will present to the 
Senate the annual message of the President of 
the United States. The message will! be read 

The Secret iry proceeded to read the message, 
which will be found in the proceedings of the 
House of Representatives. 

The message having been read— 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the usual number of the message and 
accompanying documents be printed. 

Ordered, ‘That ten thousand copes of the meesnage and 
accompanving documents, in additien to the usual number, 
be printed for the use of the Senate 

UNITED STATES JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested 
to present to the Senate the plan referred to in his message 


to Congress this day, 





ind which he is prepared to recom 
ment and modification of the present 
judicial system of the United States 

Mr. CLAYTON. lLask for the consideration 
of the resolution at this time. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let it lie over. 

The resolution accordingly lies over under the 
rules. 


mend, for the enlarge 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after a short time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 6, 1853. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. EWING informed the Chair that his col- 
league from Kentucky, Mr. Ciement 8S. Hun, 
who had not been qualified yesterday, was now in 
attendance and ready to take the customary oath. 

Mr. RICHARDSON madea similar a »plica~ 
tion on behalf of his colleague, Mr. ens 
ALLEN. 

The SPEAKER @irected those gentlemen, and 
any others similarly circumstanced, to come for- 
ward and be qualified. 

The usual oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States, was then administered by the 
Speaker to Messrs. Hint, Avuen, and A. B. 
GRreENWOOD. 

The following officers of the House also came 
forward, and took the usual oath. 

Mr. Forney, Clerk. 

Mr. Grossprener, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. McKwew, Doorkeeper. 

Mr. Assury Dicxins, Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, entered and read the following message from 
that body : 

Ix Senate, December 6, 1853. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed jointly with 


the committee appointed on the part ot the House of Repra 
sentatives, to wait on the President of the United States, 
and inform him that a quorum of each House has assem 
bled. and that Congress is ready to receive any communt 
cation that he may be pleased to make. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dovee, of lowa, and Mr. Beat be 
the committee on the part of the Senate 


Attest, ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary 


Mr. STRAUB proposed the following resolu- 
pro} 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the 
Representatives during the present session, such news 
papers as they may respectively direct, the expruse thereof 
not to exceed thirty dollars per annum. 

Mr. GROW. A resolution of a similar effect 
passed the last Congress; and does it not remain 
in force until altered by a subsequent Congress? 

The SPEAKER. If it bea law of Congress, 
it would have that effect. 

The Speaker directed the Clerk to rend the for- 
mer resolution on the subject 

ec ee aa 
The Clerk then read the following resolution : 
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lived, That during and for the pr ession, and 

ion of Congres iepresentative 
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wn of the Thir- 
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ves of the second sess! 


not pass resolutions for 


of the Thirty-Third 


ongress can 
the House of Representative 
Con rre 

Mr. STRAUB consented to withdraw his res- 
olut on. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Iask the unanimous con- 
gent of the House for leave to introducea joint 
resolution for the relief of Alexander P. Field, 
late Secretary of Wisconsin, and his sureties. 
And I also ask permission to offer a word or two 
of explanation, after which I am sure no person 
will olnject to the passage of the resolution. 

‘This resolution was introduced in the Senate 
during the last Congress; it was referred to the 
Finance Committee, and by them reported back 
unanimously It passed the Senate and was 
returned to this House, and by the House it 
was referred to the Committee on the Judici iry, 
amended by that committee, reported hac « to the 
Hou e, and passed by this Hlouse. It was then 
signed by tne ope iker and by the President of the 
Senate, but through an error of the Clerk, it was 
not returned to the Enrolling Committee, and there- 
fore was not presented to the President for his 
signature. It was thus lost. 

A Member. Well, let us hear what it is. 

Mr. EASTMAN. It is a joint resolution for 
the relief of A. P. Fields, late Secre lary of the 
Territory of Wisconsin. 
Congress, at the 


It was introduced last 
express recommendation of 
Comptroller Whittle sey, to er ible him to pass the 
accounts. There were some in the 
vouchers, which made it necessary, in his opin- 
ion, that a resolution should be passed. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 should like to hear what 
amount the resolution proposes to take out of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. EASTMAN. It takes nothing out of the 
Treasury. I will say further, that the joint reso 
lution authorizes the accounting officers of the 
Treasury Department to pass certain accounts the 
vouchers of which are irregular. I[ will 
further, that this matter has been standing for ten 


informalities 


State 


years, and during that time the original secretary 
has removed out of the ‘Perritory of Wisconsin, 
and a suit has been brought against the sureties, 
and this resolution is merely to enable those sure- 
ties, who have been at great trouble and expense 
to look up the vouchers, to settle the accounts. The 
joint resolution, | repeat, proposes to take nothing 
out of the Treasury. ‘The moment it passes, the 
sureties are prepared to pay the balance into the 
Treasury. 

The SPEAKER. Is the reception of the joint 
resolution objected to? 

No objection was made. 

The Clerk then read the joint resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I.should preter that the 
resolution be referred to one of the standing com- 
mittees of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin will be entitled to the floor if he claims it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object to the reception 
of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. It has already been received. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I will state, for the inform- 
ation of the House, that the resolution was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, at the 
last session, who took it up, item by item, and 
examined them critically. I move the previous 
question on the passage of the resolution. 

The call for the previous question was seconded ; 
and the main question was then ordered to be put. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time; and, being read a 
third time, it was passed. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now 
proceed to the election of a Chaplain. 

Mr. EASTMAN. [rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
jeint resolution was just passed, and that that 
motion be laid upon the table. 

The question was put, and the latter motion 
agreed to. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Orr,] 


| one petition at a time? 


that the resolution passed by the Senate, in refer- | 
ence to the election of a Chaplain, has not been 
acted upon as yet. 

Mr. ORR. I move, then, that that resolution | 
be taken up. 

The SPEAKER. 
lution will be read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask of 
the Chair what is the regular order of business 
under the rules ? 

The SPEAKER. 
petitions. 

Mr. JONES. Then I insist that we start right, | 
and adhere to the strict order of business, so that | 
we may see whether our proceedings are ob- 
structed by the rules or by the members. 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, does the gentleman | 
from Tennessee object to the taking up of the | 
resolution ¢ 

The SPEAKER. He does object, and insists 
that we proceed to the consideration of the regu- 
lar order of business, which is the call upon States 
for petitions. 

Mr. ORR. Is not the proposition I have sub- | 
mitted a privileged question? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair knows of no 
order of the House, or law of the two Houses, | 
making a Chaplain an officer of the House; and, 
therefore, cannot decide that the proposition is a 

privileged one. 

Mr. ORR. The election of a Chaplain is a 
part of the organization of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Is not the | 
election for Chaplain provided for in the joint | 
rules of both Houses? | 

The SPEAKER. It is not. It is generally | 
provided for by resolution adopted at the begin- 
ning of each Congress. Such is the recollection 
of the Chair. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It appertains to the or- | 
ganization of the House, and I think has been 
held so heretofore. 

The SPEAKER. It would do so, were there | 
any law recognizing the Chaplain as an officer of 
the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I would 
ask the Speaker at what time the resolution 
adopted by the Senate for the election of Chap- | 
lains will be reached in the regular order of bus- | 
iness ? 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the 
Chair to determine at what time it will be reached. | 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It would be greatly | 
to the relief of members af we disposed of this | 
Chaplain business. [Laughter.] The candidates | 
are multiplying, and those whose names are now 
before us are getting uneasy. I am anxious to 
have the matter settled, and therefore ask that the 
rules be suspended to take up the Senate resolu- 
tion, so that the rejectel applicants may apply for | 
some other office if they do not get this. [Laugh- | 
ter.] 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, except on 
Monday, to move that the rules be suspended. | 
Petitions are now in order from the State of | 
Maine. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce the reso- | 
lation. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to | 
granting unanimous consent? 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Petitions are then in order | 
from the State of Maine. 

Mr. FULLER presented the petition of | 


| 


If not objected to, the reso- | 


Calling upon States for 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


Uriah Hanscom, asking for an increase of pen- || 
sion, now on the navy list of invalid pensions; || 


and that the same may be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the petition of 
William Pool, of Calais, Maine, asking that an | 
arrears of ten years’ pension may be granted to 


| him. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would remind | 


the gentleman from Maine that there is no Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions yet constituted under 


| the rules of the House. 
[ wish to inquire whether | 


Mr. DUNHAM. 


itis in order for a member to introduce more than 


present any number of petitions they choose, 
those of us low on the list, will find a long calen- 


|| ferred, when the committees are appointe 


, My reason for asking the | 
| question is this: that if members are allowed io 





dar run up before our turn comes. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks members ' 
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may introduce more than one petition, but the 
are confined to the introduction of one reso 
or one bill. 

Mr. FULLER. I see the difficulty sugcested 
by the Chair, and I inquire for information wheth- 
er it is not in order to introduce petitions before 
the House is fully organized by the appointment 
of the committees, and be afterwards referred ? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to introduce 
petitions, but they cannot be referred until the 
committees are established by the orders of the 
House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My recollection is, that at 
a Jast Congress an order was made to refer peti- 
tions, which were presented at an early period of 
the session, to the committees when they should 
be constituted. I am aware that there are no 
committees now, but | presume it is proper for us 
to say that petitions should be referred when the 
committees are raised; and if that course is pur. 
sued, it will certainly save a great deal of trouble 
and prevent us from getting into a difficulty which 
will grow up if all these petitions are to go to the 
table, and afterwards be called up and referred by 
the action of the House. It seems to me that it 
is unnecessary to make the call if we do nothing 
with the petitions but put them upon the table. r 

TheSPEAKER. Under the rules of this body 
petitions may be introduced and referred under 
the rules of the House, when the committees are 
established, at the Clerk’s table, under the general 
superintendence and inspection of the Speaker, 
The Chair apprehends little difficulty in giving 
the petitions their proper direction. J 

Mr. HOUSTON. The petition is better off in 
the hands of the members than upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter for the 


lution 


members to consider, and not for the Speaker. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Is any one entitled to 
the floor, and is there any question before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. The business before the 
House is the call upon States for petitions. 

Mr. JONES. 1 wish to make one suggestion 
to the House. If gentlemen will permit the States 
to be called for petitions, without presenting them, 
it will take but two or three minutes to get through 
with the call, and then the next business in order 
will be a call upon States for resolutions; and [ 

| have no doubt there will be plenty of them ready 
to be presented. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I offer the following 
resolution in order to complete the organization of 
the House: 

Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to appoint 
the standing committees of this House. 

The question was taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 


CALL OF STATES FOR PETITIONS. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House the petitions of sundry 
inhabitants of New Haven, Connecticut, asking 
for an appropriation by Congress for a custom- 
house at that place. Also, a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Middlesex, Connecticut, asking for 
an appropriation for a breakwater at Westbrook, 
in said county. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. HUGHES. | ask leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House the papers of Alfred Nel- 
son, and to refer them to the appropriate com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can ask leave 
to withdraw the papers, but they cannot be re- 
ferred at this time. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House sundry petitions of in- 
habitants of Philadelphia, praying that Congress 
| will so amend the act of September 28, 1850, as 
to give to the soldiers, sailors, and marines, that 
were engaged in the war of 1812, one hundred 
and sixty acres of land; and that they oer be re- 

, to the 

_ Committee on the Public Lands. : 
| If itis in order, Mr. Speaker, I desire to in- 
struct, with the consent of the House, that com- 
mittee to report at an early day upon that subject. 
| It isa subject upon which great interest isfelt in the 
city and county of Philadelphia, and especially in 


|| the district which I have the honor to represent 


| upon the floor of this House. There is a strong 
| feeling existing among my constituents, that in- 
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justice has been done by Congress to the soldiers 
‘of the war of 1812, who made so great sacrifices 
in the defence of their country; and they ask that 
justice be done. 

* Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The proposition of the gentleman 
is debatable, and of course it goes over under the 
rules. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask that the petitions 
may be referred. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will repeat again, 
for the information of gentlemen present, that it is 
in order to introduce and refer petitions, without 
presenting them in open House, by application at 
the Clerk’s desk. ‘They cannot be referred, how- 
ever, until there are committees appointed, 

On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 

Ordered, Thatleave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers in the case of David Tate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 1 desire to inquire 
of the Chair whether it be in order to postpone 
the further calling of petitions until one week from 
this day, at which time | apprehend the commit- 
tees of the House will be comstituted ? 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 
mous consent. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for that purpose. 

Mr. GROW. I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Is it not in order to make 
a motion to that effect ? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous consent. 

On motion by Mr. GROW, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal, from the files of the House, of 
the papers in the case of James EF’. Green. 

Mr. GROW moved to refer the papers. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I propose to de- 
bate every motion to refer that may be made in 
reference to those matters. 

Mr. GROW. I supposed the matter was left in 
such a way, that petitions could be referred to com- 
mittees when they were constituted. If that is 
not the case, [ will withdraw the motion. 

On motion by Mr. HOWE, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal, from 
the files of the House, of the papers in the case of Alex- 
ander Stephenson. 

On motion by Mr. McMULLIN, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal of 
the papers in the case of James R. King. 

On motion by Mr. LETCHER, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal, from 

1e files of the House, of the following papers: 

Petition of sundry citizens of the western judicial dis 
trict of Virginia, praying an increase of the salary of the 
judge of the United States for that district; 

The petition of James Raynes tor arrearages of pension ; 


’ 
" 


Pie petition of the legal representatives of Charles Por 
terfield, deceased, praying bounty land, commutation pay, 
and the reimbursement of advances made for the public 
service. 

Mr. L. gave notice, that on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, he would introduce a bill of the 
following title : 

A bill to change the times for holding the district courts 
of the United States, in the western district of Virginia, 
and tor other purposes. 

Mr. AIKEN presented, for the purpose of 
future reference, a memorial of the Charleston 
Chamber of Commerce, for an appropriation for a 
light ship and buoys at Cape Roman; 

Also, a memorial from the Charleston Chamber 
of Commerce, praying further appropriation for 
the erection of a light on White Point Shoal, 
Charleston Harbor; 

Also, a memorial from the Chamber of Com- 
merce, for an appropriation for deepening the bar 
of Charleston harbor. 

On motion by Mr. HILLYER, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers relating to the claim of Madi- 
son Parton. Also, the papers relating to the claim of Lewis 
Rawlston, 

Mr. DOW DELL gave notice of a bill granting 
land to the State of Alabama, in aid of a railroad 
from Selma to Gadsden. 

Mr. COBB gave notice of a bill to extend the 
time for payment of duty on railroad iron and for 
other purposes. 

Also, a bill to authorize the school commissioner 
of fractional township No. 1, of range No. 10 east, 
in Alabama, to locate one section of land for school 
purposes. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, asked leave to 
introduce a bill granting an indemnity for loss of a 
vessel during the revolutionary war. This appli- 


| cation, he said, has been pending for many years, 
having passed through one or other of both 
Houses at aimost every session. l propose that 
these papers, and the testimony to sustain the 
claim, may be read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That course would give 
rise to debate. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I suppose we may 
as well consume the time of the House in that 
way as any other, 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman insists on 
reading the papers, the sense of the House must 
be taken on it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I propose to debate it if 
that course is to be taken. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, 1 withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. DUNHAM asked leave to withdraw cer- 
tain papers from the files. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, presented a number 
of petitions from citizens of Indiana against the 
employment of Chaplains in both Houses of 

| Congress, and in the Army and Navy of the Uni- 

ted States. ; , 

Mr. D. said that he desired that they might be 
laid upon the table for the present, with the view 
| of referring them to the Judiciary Committee, 
| when appointed. : 

The SPEAKER. They will then lie upon the 
table. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Illinois, asked leave 
to withdraw from the files the papers in the case 
of the widow and heirs of Elijah Beebe, deceased 
| to be presented to the Committee on Indian Af 
fairs, when constituted. 

He also gave notice of his intention to introduce 
| the following bills, viz: 

A bill for the further improvement of the Rock 
Island and Des Moines rapids; 

A bill providing for a grant of public lands to 
| aid in the construction of a railroad from the city 


of Galena, in the State of Illinois, by the valley 


| of the Tete de Mort through the State of lowa, 
to the Great Bend of the Minnesota river, in Min- 
nesota Territory; 


A bill to improve the navigation of Galena river 
and the harbor of the city of Galena, I!linois; 
A bill to complete the improvements of the har- 
bor of Waukegan, Illinois; 
A bill to erect a light-house on the western shore 
| of Lake Michigan, at or near Port Clinton, Lake 
county, Illinois; and 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen McKay, 
widow of the late Colonel Auneas McKay, late 
Deputy Quartermaster General, United States 
Army. 

Mr. WARREN gave notice of a bill donating 
8 portion of the public lands to aid in the con- 
struction of the Mississippi, Ouichita, and Red 
River Ratlroad, in the State of Arkansas. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to present a memor i] 
and proceedings of a mass convention, held at 
Fort Madison, lowa, on the 9th day of Septem- 
ber, 1853, asking a grant of public lands to aid in 

| the construction of the ‘* Fort Madison, Keos 
gua, and Bloomfield Railroad.”’ 

Aiso, the proceedings of a mass meeting of the 
citizens of Washington county, Iowa, in favor of 

| a railroad to the Pacific, via the Platte River and 
Salt Lake. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentieman 
from lowa permit me to make a suggestion to 
him ? 

Mr. HENN. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Petitions, presented 
before the committees are appointed, under the 
decision of the Chair, go to the table, and it will 

| require a motion and a vote of the House to take 
them up from the table. The gentleman, there- 
fore, by presenting those memorials now, places 
them in such a position that he will not, perhaps, 
afterwards be able to dispose of them as he may 
desire. " 

The SPEAKER. That is the strict law of the 
| House. 

Mr. HENN. I apprehend that the practice of 

the House has been otherwise. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remark that, 
| by unanimous consent, petitions may be referred 
| to the various committees when appointed. 

Mr. HENN. I understand that the practice 


has been so to refer them. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the | 


| order of the House thus far, by unanimous con- 
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sent, to be that the petitions presented shall be re- 
ferred to the committees when appointes 


Mr. HENN. l algo vive noti ‘ th it 1 will tt 


morrow, or on some future day, introduce bills of 
the following tutles: 

A bill to grant ahom ad to settlers on the public lands, 
and to provide ior the sale of the sawe to actual settlers 


only; 
\ bill to grant to the State of lowa, a quantity of the 
public lands tn alternate sections, to aud in the construction 


of certain railroads in said State. 


I also ask leave to withdraw from the files, and 
to refer to the Committee on Public Lands, the 
joint resolutions of the Legislative Assembly of 


the State of 


lowa, asking for grants of public 
lands to aid in the constru 


in said State; 


tuuon of certain raliroads 


Also, resolutions asking the passage of a law 
cranting a homestead of one hu: fred and sixty 
acres of public lands to actual settlers 2 

No objection was made. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I desire to introduce 
a bill to defray the expenses incurred in the dif- 
ficulties with the Rogue River Indians. 

Mr. WALSH | object. 

Mr. LANE. The n, sir, since ob ection is ma le, 
[ give notice that I will introduce the bill on to- 
morrow, or on some tuture day. l ask leave to 
withdraw certain petitions and memorials which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce at 
the last session of Congress, in order that they 
may be again presented and referred. y 

No objection being made, leave was granted. 
JOINT COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESI- 

DENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. OLDS, fromthe joint committee appointed 


to wait u nthe President of the United States 
to inform him that a quorum of the two Houses 
of Congress had smbled, that they had organ- 
ized and were pre red to receive any communi 
cation he might desire to make, reported that said 
committee had performed its duty, and that the 
President had answered that he would make a 
communicat to the two H es dat 

The SPEAKER stated that resolutions were 
in order from t State of Maine. 

Mr. WASELBI RN, of Maine I ask leaveto 
introduce the foll wing Dilis, that the y may ve re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I object 

Mr. WASHBURN. My object, Mr Sy eaker, 
was to introduce these bi 8 8o [hal they might be 
referred to some one of the standing committees 
when they were appointed, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair so stated. 

Mr. WASHBURN, 


e, Is it not in order for me 

to infrodu e them, so that they may be referred 

The SPEAKER The Chair will read the rule 
bearing on the question for the information of the 
Bouse. 

“The petitions h ,r heen presented d disposed of, 
reports om « Th ee alt be calle or and disposed 

- itn : er sha ‘ on each stand 
ing cot r they are named in the 76th and 
the l04th rules; vien all t od w ¢ milters 
shall ave ! = ! t 
Sy not tl ugh t ; up 
before t He ' her t tie ‘ 4 r ue 
the next ‘ ‘ 


There were no mmittees to rer ort, and hen a 


the call for resolutions. Ihe rule goes on: 

“ Resolutions shall the be called for in the same order, 
and di posed of by t sil le Which aonivt p tithor 
Provided, ‘hat no member shall otic ent han one reso 
lution, Or One series ese fing to the same 
subiect, until allt ta ad ‘Ter ries shall have been 
called.” 

_ . ' ' ' 

Che introduction of bills, when reselutions are 
called ior, 18 notin oraer. 


Mr. DEAN. |! leave to introduce e@ joint 
resolution of thanks to Captain Dunean N. Ingra- 
ham. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No notice has 
been giver 

The SPEAKER. Notice in this case ig re- 
quired, and if objection be made, the resolution 
cannot be introduced. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I object to its introduction. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I object, for the 
reason that | deem action on the subject at this 
time premature. 

Mr. DEAN. When States are called, I un- 
derstand we have the right to offer resolutions and 
have them read. 


| The SPEAKER. That is the case in regard 


f thet resolution. 
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to resolutions of the House; but joint resolutions 
are on the same footing with bills. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I 
reading of the 114th rule, 
The rule was read by the Clerk, as follows: 
“114. Every bill shall be introduced on the report ot a 
conunittee, or by motion for leave. In the latter case, at 
Jenst one day’s notice shall be given of the motion in the 


call for the 


Jiouse, or by filing memorandum thereof with the Clerk, 
and having it entered on the Journal; and the motion shall 
be made, and the bill introduced, if leave is given, when 
called for: such motion, or the bill when 
introduced, may be committed.”’ 


Mr. DEAN. I that I shall 


move on the first Monday, that such a motion Is 


resolutior are 


now give notice 


allowable, that the rules be suspended for the in- 
troduction of the resolution, the title of which has 
iu it been re id. 

The SPEAKER. Resolutions 
from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. FLORENCE offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That two Chaplains 
be elected, one by the Senate and the other by the House of 
Representatives, and that they officiate 
the present session of Congress. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I submit this resolution at 
this time, believing that it will bring up that sub- 
ject perfectly in order. 

Mr. HAMILTON. It is not in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Being still of 
opinion that there is no authority under the Con- 
stitution to employ preachers or ¢ thapiains of any 
denominations for this Government or this House 
of Representatives, and believing, further, that it 
1s a burlesque upon the Christian religion to have 
a Chaplain in this House, | move to lay the reso- 
lution upon the table, 

Mr. HAVEN. Upon that I ask the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Does not this resolution 
come under that order of resolutions of which no- 
tice must be given ? 

The SPEAKER. It is a single resolution in 
reference to the organization of the House, re- 
quiring the concurrence of the two bodies, and is 
not in the nature of a law, and therefore is not 
required to be read three times. ‘The Chair over- 
rules the point of order. 

The House was then divided upon the call for 
yeas and nays,and they were ordered; one fifth 
of the House voting in favor thereof. 

PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 

A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of Sipney 
Wensrer, his Private Secretary, transmitting to 
the House of Representatives his annual message 
and accompanying documents. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is there any questioh be- 
fore the House. 

The SPEAKER. There 1s; and itis this: Is 
it the unanimous consent of the House, that the 
President’s message be read ? 

There being no objection, the message was read 
by the Clerk, as follows : 


are in order 


alternately during 


vllow-citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 


The interest with which the people of the Re- 

ublic anticipate the assembling of Congress, and 
the fulfillment, on that occasion, of the duty im- 
posed upon a new President, is one of the best 
evidences of their capacity to realize the hopes 
of the founders of a political system, at once 
complex and symmetrical. 
branches of the Government are, to a certain ex- 
tent, independent of each other, the duties of all, 
alike, have direct reference to the source of power. 
Fortunately, under this system, no man is so high, 
and none so humble, in the scale of public sta- 
tion, as to escape from the scrutiny, or to be ex- 
empt from the responsibility, which all official 
functions imply. 

Upon the justice and intelligence of the masses, 
in a Government thus organized, is the sole re- 
liance of the Confederacy, and the only security 
for honest and earnest devotion to its interests 
against the usurpations and encroachments of 
power on the one hand, and the assaults of per- 
sonal ambition on the other. 


The interest, of which I have spoken, is in- | 


separable from an inquiring, self-governing com- 
munity, but stimulated, doubtless, at the present 
time, c the unsettled condition of our relations 
with several foreign Powers; by the new obliga- 


tions resulting from a sudden extension of the |) 


While the different | 


field of enterprise; by the spirit with which that 
field has heen entered, and the amazing energy 
with which its resources for meeting the demands 
of humanity have been developed. } 

Although disease, assuming at 
characteristics of a wide-spread 
pestilence, has left its sad 


time the 
and devastating 


one 
traces upon some por- 
tions of our country, we have still the most abund- 
ant cause for reverent t! to God for an 
showered upon us 


iankfulness 
accumulation of signal mercies 
asanation. It is well that a consciousness of 
and increasing str noth be 
habitually associated with an abiding sense of de- 
pendence upon Him who holds in his hands the 
destiny of men and of nations. 

Lecognizing the wisdom of the broad principle 
of al 


rapid advancement 


solute religious toleration proclaimed in our 
fundamental law, and rejoicing in the benign in- 
fluence which it has 

political condition, I should shrink from a clear 
duty, did I fail to express my deepest conviction, 
that we can place no secure reliance upon any 
apparent progress, if it be n« 
tional 


exerted upon our social and 


yt sustained by na- 


integrity, resting upon the 


affirmed and illustrated 


truths 
by divine revelation. In 


, 
i 
r} 
| 


great 
the midst of our sorrow for the afflicted and suf- 
fering, it has been consoling LO see how promptly 
disaster made true neizhbors of districts and cities 
separated widely from each other, and cheering 
to watch the streneth of that common bond of 
brotherhood, which unites all hearts, in all parts 
of this Union, when danger threatens from abroad, 
or calamity impends over us at home. 

Our diplomatic relations with foreign Powers 
have undergone no essential change since the ad- 
journment of the last Congress. With some of 
them, questions of a disturbing character are still 
pending, but there are reasons to believe 
that these may all be amica!'ly adjusted. 

For some years past, Great Britain has 


rood 
so con- 
strued the first article of the convention of the 20th 
of April, 1818, in regard to the fi heries on he 
northeastern coas ,as to exclude our citizens from 
some of th fishing grounds, to which they freely 
resorted for nearly a quarter of a century subse- 
quent to the date of that treaty. The United 
States have never acquiesced in this construction, 
but have always claimed for their fishermen all 
the rights which they had so long enjoyed with- 
out molestation. With a view to remove all dif- 
ficulties on the subject, to extend the rights of our 
fishermen beyond the limits fixed by the conven- 
tion of 1818, and to regulate trade between the 
United States and the British North American 
provinces, a negotiation has been opened, with a 
fair prospect of a favorable result. To protect 
our fishermen in the enjoyment of their rights, 
and prevent collision between them and British 
fishermen, I deemed it expedient to station a naval 
force in that quarter during the fishing season. 

Embarrassing questions have also arisen be- 
tween the two Governments in regard to Central 
America. Great Britain has proposed to settle 
them by an amicable arrangement, and our Min- 
ister at London is instructed to enter into negotia- 
tions on that subject. c 

A commission for adjusting the claims of our 
citizens against Great Britain, and those of British 
subjects against the United States, organized un- 
der the convention of the 8th of February last, is 
now sitting in London for the transaction of busi- 
ness. 

It is in many respects desirable that the 
boundary line between the United States and the 
British provinces in the northwest, as designated 
in the convention of the 15th of June, 1846, and 
especially that part which separates the Territory 
of Washington from the British possessions on 
the north, should be traced and marked. I there- 
fore present the subject to your notice. 

With France our relations continue on the most 
friendly footing. The extensive commerce between 
the United States and that country might, it is con- 
ceived, be released from some unnecessary restric- 
tions, to the mutual advantage of both parties. 


| With a view to this object, some progress bas 


been made in negotiating a treaty of commerce 
and navigation. 

Independently of our valuable trade with Spain, 
we have important political relations with her, 
growing out of our neighborhood to the Islands of 
Cuba and Porto Rico. I am happy to announce, 
that since the last Congress no attempts have been 


made, by unauthorized expeditions within the Uni- | 


Dec. 6, 
ted States, against either of those colonies. s hould 
any movement be manifested within our limits. a 
the means at my command will be vigorous! 
erted to repress it. Several annoying occurrences 
have taken place at Havana, or in the vicinity of 
the Island of Cuba, between our citizens and the 
Spanish authorities. Considering the proximit 
of that island to our shores,—lying, as it doen 
in the track of trade between some of our princi. 
pal cities,—and the suspicious vigilance with 
which foreign intercourse, particularly that with 
the United States, is there guarded, a repetition 
of such occurrences may well be apprehended 
As no diplomatic intercourse is allowed between 
our Consul at Havana and the Captain-General] 
of Cuba, ready explanations cannot be made, or 
prompt redress afforded, where injury has resulted. 
All complaint on the part of our citizens, under 
the present arrangement, must be, in the first 
place, presented to this Government, and then re- 
ferred to Spain. Spain again refers it to her local 
authorities in Cuba for investigation, and post- 
pones an answer till she has heard from those 
authorities. To avoid these irritating and vexa- 
tious delays, a proposition has been made to pro- 
vide for a direct appeal for redress to the Captain- 


all 
y ex- 


General by our Consul, in behalf of our injured 
fellow-citizens. Hitherto, the Government of 
Spain has declined to enter into any such arrange- 
ment. This course on her part is deeply regretted; 
for, without some arrangement of this kind, the 
good understanding between the two countries 
may be exposed to occasional interruption. Our 
Minister at Madrid is instructed to renew the 
proposition, and to press it again upon the con- 
sideration of her Catholic Majesty’s Government. 

For several years Spain has been calling the at- 
tention of this Government to a claim for losses, 
by some of her subjects, in the case of the schooner 
Amistad. This claim is believed to rest on the ob- 
ligations imposed by our eXisting treaty with that 
country. Its justice was admitted, in our diplo- 
matic correspondence with the Spanish Govern- 
ment, as early as March, 1847; and one of my 
predecessors, in his annual message of that year, 
recommended that provision should be made for 
its payment. In January last it was again sub- 
mitted to Congress by the Executive. It has re- 
ceived a favorable consideration by committees of 
both branches, but as yet there has been no final 
action uponit. I conceive that good faith requires 
its prompt adjustment, and I present it to you 
early and favorable consideration. 

Martin Koszta, a Hungarian by birth, came to 
this country in 185"), and declared his intention, 
in due form of law, to become a citizen of the 
United States. After remaining here nearly two 
years, he visited Turkey. While at Smyrna, he 
was forcibly seized, take on beard an Austrian 
brig-of-war, then lying in the harbor of that place, 
and there confined in irons, with the avowed de- 
sign to take him into the dominions of Austria. 
Our Consul at Smyrna and Legation at Constan- 
tinople interposed for his release, but their efforts 
were ineffectual. While thus imprisoned, Com- 
mander Ingraham, with the United States hip-of- 
war St. Louis, arrived at Smyrna, and, after in- 
quiring into the circumstances of the case, came 
to the conclusion that Koszta was entitled to the 
protection of this Government, and took energetic 
and prompt measures for his release. Under an 
arrangement between the agents of the United 
States and of Austria, he was transferred to the 
custody of the French Consul-General at Smyr- 
na, there to remain until he should be disposed 
of by the mutual agreement of the Consuls of 
the respective Governments at that place. Pur- 
suant to that agreement he has been released, 
and is now in the United States. The Em- 
peror of Austria has made the conduct of our 
officers who took part in this transaction a sub- 
ject of grave complaint. Regarding Koszta as 
still his subject, and claiming a right to seize him 
within the limits of the Turkish empire, he has 
demanded of this Government its consent to the 
surrender of the prisoner, a disavowal of the acts 
of its agents, and satisfaction for the alleged out- 
rage. After a careful consideration of the case, I 
came to the conclusion that Koszta was seized 
without legal authority at Smyrna; that he was 
wrongfully detained on board of the Austrian 
brig-of-war; that, at the time of his seizure, he 
was clothed with the nationality of the United 
States; and that the acts of our officers, under the 
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circumstances of f the case, were justifiable, and 
their conduct has been fully approved by me, and 
al mpliance with the several deman ids of the 
.ror of Austria has been declined. 

for a more full account of this transaction and 
my views in regar¢ i to it, I refer to the correspond- 
ence between the chargé d’affairs of Austria and 
the Secretary of State, which is herewith trans- 
mitted. The principles and policy, therein main- 
tait ed on the part of the U nited States, will, when- 
nes proper occasion occurs, be applied and 


a. 


_— 


‘he condition of China, at this time, renders it 
i} ’ ’ 


nrobable that some important changes will occur 
that vast empire, which will lead to a more un- 
ricted intercourse withit. The Commissioner 
sain country, who has been recently appointed, 


instructed to avail himself of all occasions to 
»» and extend our commercial relations, not 
y with the empire of China, but with other 
sjatic nauons 

In 1852, an exp edition was sent to Japan, under 
he command of Co mmodore Perry . for the pur- 
nose ot opening commerci al intercourse with that 
Empire. Intel lligenc e has been received of his ar- 
rival there, and of | 


> 


iis having made known to the 
Emperor of Japan the object of his visit; but it is 
ot vet ascertained how far the Emperor will be 
pos d to abandon his restrictive policy, and 
en that populous country to a commercial in- 
srcourse With the United States. 
it has been my earnest desire to maintain 
riendly intercourse with the Governments upon 
g¢ ontinent, and to aid them in preser ving good 
rstanding among themselves. With Mexico, 
a ii ute has arisen as to tl re true boundary line 
ween our Territory of New Mexico and 
Mexican State of Chihuahua. A former com- 
missioner of the United States, employed in run- 
ng that line, pursuant to the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, made a serious mistake in determining 
the initial point on the Rio Grande; but, inasmuch 
as his oe ision was clearly a departure from the 
directions for tre acing the bounds ary contained in 
that treaty, and was not cone urred in by the sur- 
veyor ap} pointed on the part of the United States 
whose concurrence was necessary to fiv e validity 
to that decision, this Government is not concluded 
thereby; but that of Mexico takes a different view 
»f the sul ject 

There are also other questions of considerable 
magnitude pending between the two Republics. 
Our Minister in Mexico has ample instructions to 
adjustthem. Negotiations have been opened, but 
sufficient progress has not been made therein to 
enable me to speak of the probable result. Im- 
pressed with the importance of maintaining ami- 
cable relations with that Republic, and of yielding 
with liberality to all her just claims, it is redson- 
able to expect that an arrangement mutually sat- 
isfactory to both countries may be concluded, and 

a lasting friendship between them confirmed and 
perpetuated. 

Congress having provided for a full mission to 
the States of Central America, a Minister was 
sent thitherin July last. As yet he has had time 
to visit only one of these States, (Nicaragua,) 
where he was received in the most friendly man- 
ner. It is hoped that his presenceand good offices 
will have a benign effect in composing the dissen- 
sions which prevail among them, and in establish- 
ing still more intimate and friendly relations be- 
tween them respectively, and between each of 
them and the United States. 

Considering the vast regions of this continent, 
and the number of States which would be made 
accessible by the free navigation of the river Ama- 

zon, particular attention has been given to this 

sub ject. Brazil, through whose territories it passes 
into the ocean, has hitherto persisted in a policy 
80 restrictive, in regard to the use of this river, 
as to obstruct, and nearly exclude, foreign com- 
mercial intercourse with the States which lie upon 
its tributaries and upper branches. Our Minister 
to that country is instructed to obtain a relaxation 
of that policy, and to use his efforts to induce the 
Brazilian Government to open to common use, 
under proper safeguards, this great natural high- 
way for international trade. Several of the South 
American States are deeply interested in this at- 
tempt to secure the free navigation of the Ama- 
zon, and it is reasonable to expect their coépera- 
tion in the measure. As the advantages of free 


understood, more liberal views are generally enter- 
tained as to the common rights of all to the free 
use of those means which nature has provided for 
international communication. To these more lib- 
eral and enlightened views, it is hoped that Brazil 
will conform her policy, and remove all unneces- 
sary restrictions upon the free use of a river, 
which traverses so many States and so large a1 
of the continent. I am hap yy to inform you th t 
the Republic of Paraguay and the Argentine Con 
federation have yielded to the liberal policy i 

sted by Brazil, in regard to the navigabl ‘rivers 
within their respective territories. Treaties, em- 
bracing this subject among others, have been: 
tiated with these Governments, which will be sub- 
mitted to the Senate at the present session, 

A new branch of commerce, important to t 





agricultural interests of the United States, has, 
within a few years past, been opened with Peru. 
Notwithstanding the inexhaustible deposits of 
ruano upon the islands of that country, consider- 
able difficulties are experienced in obtaining the 


requisite aie Measures have been taken to 
remove these difficulties, and to secure a moré 
abundant importation of the article. Unfortu- 
nately, there has been a serious collision 
our citizens, who have resorted to the Chincha 
Isiands for it, and the Peruvian authorities sta- 
tioned there. Redress for the outrages, commit 
ted by the latter, was promptly demanded by ou: 
Minister at Lima. This subject is now under 
consideration, and there is reason to believe that 
Peru 1s disposed to offer 
the aggrieved parties. 
We are thus not onlv at peace with al! foreign 


adequate indemnity to 





countries, but, in regard to political affairs, are 
exempt from any cause of serious disquietude in 
our domestic relations. 

The controversies which have agitated the 


t 
country heretofore, are passing away with the 
causes which produced them and the passions 
which they had awakened; or, if any trace of them 
remains, it may be reasonably hop = that it will 
only be pere eived in the zealous riv: of all good 
citizens to testify their respect fo r thi e rights of the 
States, their devotion to the U nion, and their com- 
mon determination that each one of the States, its 
institutions, its welfare, and its domestic peace 
shall be held alike secure under the sacred egis of 
the Constitution. 

This new league of amity and of mutual confi- 
dence and support, into which the people of the 
Republic have entered, happily affords inducement 
and opportunity for the adoption of a more com- 
prehensive and unembarrassed line of policy and 
action, as to the great material interests ad the 
country, whether regarded in themselves or in 
connection with the Powers of the civilized world. 

The United States have continued gradually 
and steadily to expand, through acquisitions of 
territory, which, how much soever some of them 
may have been questioned, are now universally 
seen and admitted to have been wise in policy, 
just in character, and a great element in the ad- 
vancement of our country, and, with it, of the 
human race, in freedom, in prosperity, and in 
happiness. The thirteen States have grown to be 
thirty-one, with relations reaching to Europe on 
the one side, and on the other to the distant 
realms of Asia. 

I am deeply sensible of the immense resort 
bility which the present magnitude of the Repub- 
lic, and the diversity and multiplicity of its inter- 
ests, devolves upon me; the alleviation of which, 
so far as relates to the immediate conduct of the 
public business is, first, in my reliance on, the wis- 
dom and patriotism of the two Houses of Con- 
gress; and, secondly, in the directions afforded me 
by the principles of public polity, affirmed by our 
fathers of the epoch of 1798, sanctioned by long 
experience, and consecrated anew by the over- 

| whelming voice of the people of the United States. 

Recurring to these principles, which constitute 
the organic basis of union, we perceive that, vast 
as are the functions and the duties of the Federal 
Government, vested in, or intrusted to, its three 
great departments—the legislative, executive, and 
judicial—yet the substantive power, the popular 
force, and the large capacities for social and ma- 
terial development, exist in the respective States, 
which, all being of themseives well constituted 
Republics, as they preceded, so they alone are 
capable of maintaining and perpetuating the 


commercial intercourse among nations are better |i American Union, The Federal Government has 


its a propriate line of action in the specific and 
limited powers conferred on itby the Constitut 


chiefly as to those things in which the States bave 





a common interest in their relations to one an 
ther, and to foreign Governments: while the 

at mass of interests which belong to cultivated 
men, the ordinerv business of life, the prings of 
indus ry, ail thé diversified | *rso il in i dear esti 
affairs of ciety, rest ex ' 1p the eral 
reser i mwers of tli i e of t ver | 
State There is ¢ ive dem vy of the 
nation, and the the vital essence < as Deln 
al i ils reatne 

Of the practica ynsequ ; which flow from 
the nature of the Federal Government e pri y 
; Is U dhe tad é with integrity 
and fidelity ti hig I i om y the 
Co tit n, espe ! i ut of the 
pu lic fur ls, s dr v1 vy tax tro ‘ eo- 
ple, and appropriated to specific o ‘ ( 
gress. FHElappily | have no « sion to ‘ 
iny radical chang nthe { ial vy of the 
Government Cut s if i itely, 
the solitary Power of Christend m he } » sul 
| us revenue, dr I eK \ O8 
on commerce, and therefore meas y th 
spontaneous ent i ind nat yv « 
tne country, W i such iirect re i ) 
ture, m nuf tures, and the eartl 
and sea, me er l e, 
A | ye Vv rously or { é 2 
Neither to ne sources i the t re, 
nor as to the manner of k rw n . 
loes any Pray ( troversy } Ww prevali, there 
eing a general a jule ens ne wisuom of the 
present system. 

The report « t} 5 re y of the r rv 
Will @XniDi In ae il, the ) ! 
ces, al i the « of tne oO ! 
tne | v ! ered byt a t 
ment of the Government F 

The revenue of the e miry, levied imoast ine 
sensibly to the tax-payer, goes on from year to 
Fat eee eer ther the interests or the 
prospective wants of he Governmen 

At the close of the & al year ending June 30, 
1852, there remained in the Treasury a balance of 
fourteen mil x hundred : i thirty-two thou 
sand one hundred and thirty-six dollars. The 
public revenue for the fis year ending June 30, 
1853, amounted to fifty eight million nine hundred 
and thirty-one thousand eight hundred and sixty 
five dollars from customs, and to two million four 
hundred and five thousand seven hundred and 
eight dollars from publiclands and other miscella- 
neous sources, a no inting together to sixty-on 
million three hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
five hundred and seventy-four dollars; while the 


public expenditures for the same period, exclusis 


of payments on account of the public debt, amount 


ed to forty-three million five hundred and fifty- 
four thousand two hundred and sixty-two d 


wo dollars 
leaving a balance of thirty-two million four bun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand four | 


tundred and 


forty-seven dollars of rece nts above expenditures 
lhis fact, of increasing surplus in the Tre sury, 
became the subject of anxious cor sic ratio ata 


very early perio d of my adn inistr tion, and the 
path of duty in regard to it seemed to me obvinus 


and clear, namely: first, to apply the surplus rev- 

enue to the discharge of the public debt, so far as 
1 . ’ ; 

it could judiciously be done: and secondly, to de- 


vise means for the gradual reduction of the revenue 
to the standard of the public exigencies, 

Of these oes the first has been in the course 
of accomplishment, in a manner and to a degree 
highly satisf jac tory. The amount of the public 
debt, of all classes, was, on the fourth of March, 
1853, daenins million one hundred and ninety 
thousand and thirty-seven dollars; paymens on 
account of which have been made, ‘since that 
period, to the amount of twelve million seven hun- 
dred and three thousand three hundred and twen- 
ty-nine dollars; leaving unpaid, and in the con- 
tinuous course of liquidati on, the sum of fifty-six 
million four hundred and eighty-six thousand seven 
hundred and eight dollars. "These payments, al- 
though made at the market price of the respect- 
ive classes of stocks, have been eflected readily, 
and to the general advantage of the Treasury, and 


have, at the same time, proved of signal utility im 
the relief they have incidentally afiorae ! to the 
money market and to the industrial and commer- 


. cial pursuits of the country 
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The second of the above-mentioned objects;that 
of the reduction of the tariff, is of great import- 
ance, and the plan suggested by the Secretary of 
the T'reasury, which 1s to reduce the duties on 
certain articles, and to add to the free list many 
articles now taxed, and especially such as enter 
into manufactures, and are not largely, or at all, 
produced in the country, is commended to your 
candid and careful consideration. 


You will find in the report of the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, also, abundant proof of the entire 
adequacy of the present fiscal system to meet all 
the requirements of the public service, and that, 
while properly administered, it operates to thead- 
vantage of the community in ordinary business 
reiations. 

I respectfully ask your attention to sundry sug- 
gestions of improvements in the settlement of ac- 
counts, especially as regards the large sums of 
outstanding arrears due to the Government, and 
of other reforms in the administrative action of 
his Department, which are indicated by the Secre- 
tary; as also to the progress made in the construc- 
tion of marine hospitals, custom-houses, and of a 
new mint in California and assay office in the city 
of New York, heretofore provided for by Con- 
gress; and also to the eminently successful prog- 
ress of the Coast Survey, and of the Light-House 

Soard. 

Among the objects meriting your attention, will 
be important recommendations from the Secre- 
taries of Warand Navy. Lam fully satisfied that 
the Navy of the United States is not in a condition 
of strength and efficiency commensurate with the 
magnitude of our commercial and other interests; 
and commend to your especial attention the sug- 
gestions on this subject, made by the Secretary of 
the Navy. I respectfully submit that the Army, 
which, under our system, must always be regarded 
with the hirhest interest, asa nucleus around which 
the volunteer forces of the nation gather in the 
hour of danger, requires augmentation, or modifi- 
cation, to adapt it to the present extended limits 
and frontier relations of the country, and the con- 
dition of the Indian tribes in the interior of the 
continent; the necessity of which will appear in 
the communications of the Secretaries of War 
and the Interior. 

In the administration of the Post Office Depart- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1853, the 
gross expenditure was seven million nine hundred 
and eighty-two thousand seven hundred and fifty- 
six dollars; and the gross receipts during the same 
period, five million nine hundred and forty-two 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-four dollars; 
showing that the current revenue failed to meet 
the current expenses of the Department by the 
sum of two million forty-two thousand and thir- 
ty-two dollars. The causes which, under tie 
present postal system and laws, led inevitably to 
this result, are fully explained by the report of the 
Postmaster General; one great cause being the 
enormous rates the Department has been compelled 
to pay for mail service rendered by railroad com- 

yanies. 

The exhibit in the report of the Postmaster 
General of the income and expenditures by mail 
steamers will be found peculiarly interesting, and 
of a character to demand the immediate action of 
Congress. 

Numerous and flagrant frauds upon the Pension 
Bureau have been brought to light within the last 
rear, and, in some instances, merited punishments 
inflicted; but, unfortunately, in others, guilty par- 
ties have escaped, not through the want of suffi- 
cient evidence to warrant a conviction, but in con- 


sequence of the provisions of limitation in the | 


existing laws. 


From the nature of these claims, the remoteness 


of the tribunals to pass upon them, and the mode 
in which the proof is, of necessity, furnished, 
temptations to crime have been greatly stimulated 
by the obvious difficulties of detection. The de- 
fects in the law upon this subject are so apparent, 
and so fatal to the ends of justice, that your early 
action relating to it is most desirable. 

During the last fiscal year, nine million eight 
hundred and nineteen thousand four hundred and 
eleven acres of the public lands have been sur- 
veyed, and ten million three hundred and sixty- 
three thousand eight hundred and ninety-one 
acres brought into market. Within the same 
period, the sales by public purchase and private 
entry amounted to one million eighty-three thou- 


sand four hundred and ninety-five acres; located 
under military bounty land warrants, six million 
one hundred and forty-two thousand three hun- 
dred and sixty acres; located under other certifi- 
cates, nine thousand four hundred and twenty- 
seven acres; ceded to the States as swamp lands, 
sixteen million six hundred and eighty-four thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty-three acres; selected 
for railroad and other objects, under acts of Con- 
gress, one million four hundred and twenty-seven 
thousand four hundred and fifty-seven acres. To- 
tal amount of lands disposed of within the fiscal 
year, twenty-five million three hundred and 
forty-six thousand nine hundred and ninety- 
two acres; which is an increase in quantity sold, 
and located under land warrants and grants, of 
twelve million two hundred and thirty-one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighteen acres over 
the fiscal year immediately preceding. The 
quantity of land sold during the second and third 
quarters of 1852, was three hundred and thirty- 
four thousand four hundred and fifty-one acres. 


, The amount received therefor, was six hundred 


and twenty-three thousand six hundred and eighty- 
seven dollars. The quantity sold the second and 
third quarters of the year 1853, was one million 
six hundred and nine thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen acres; and the amount received therefor, 
two million two hundred and twenty-six thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-six dollars. 

The whole number of land warrants issued 
under existing laws, prior to the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember last, was two hundred and sixty-six thou- 
sand and forty-two; of which there were outstand- 
ing, at that date, sixty-six thousand nine hundred 
and forty-seven. The quantity of land required 
to satisfy these outstanding warrants, is four mil- 
lion seven hundred and seventy-eight thousand 
one hundred and twenty acres. 

Warrants have been issued to 30th of Septem- 
ber last, under the act of lith February, 1847, 
calling for twelve million eight hundred and 
seventy-nine thousand two hundred and eighty 
acres; under acts of September 28, 1850, and 
March 22, 1852, calling for twelve million five 
hundred and five thousand three hundred and sixty 
acres; making a total of twenty-five million three 
hundred and eighty-four thousand six hundred 
and forty acres. 

it is believed that experience has verified the 
wisdom and justice of the present system, with 
regard to the public domain, in most essential par- 
ticulars. 

You will perceive, from the report of the Secre- 
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might be expected from a prudent proprietor, and 
therefore, that grants of land to aid in the eon 
struction of roads should be restricted to case 
where it would be for the interest of a propriet * 
under like circumstances, thus to contribute to the 
construction of these works. For the practical} 
operation of such grants thus far, in ac vancine 
the interests of the States in which the works are 
located, and at the same time the substantial jn. 
terests of all the other States, by enhancing the 
value and promoting the rapid sale of the public 
domain, I refer you to the report of the Secretary 
of the Interior. A careful examination, however; 
will show that this experience is the result of a 
just discrimination, and will be far from affordine 
encouragement to a reckless or indiscriminate ex. 
tension of the principle. 

I commend to your favorable consideration the 
men of genius of our country, who, by their jn- 
ventions and discoveries in science and art, have 
contributed largely to the improvements of the 
age, without, In many instances, securing i 
themselves anything likean adequate reward. Por 
many interesting details upon this subject [ refer 
you to the appropriate reports, and especially 
urge upon your early attention the apparently 
slight, but really important modifications of exisi- 


tary 


| ing laws therein suggested. 


The liberal spirit which has so long marked the 
action of Congress in relation to the District of 
Columbia will, | have no doubt, continue to be 
manifested. 

The erection of an asylum for the insane of the 
District of Columbia, and of the Army and Navy 


| of the United States, has been somewhat retarded, 


by the great demand for materials and labor during 


| the past summer; but full preparation for the re- 


ception of patients, before the return of another 
winter, is anticipated; and there is the best reason 
to believe, from the plan and contemplated arrange- 


ments which have been devised, with the large 
' experience furnished within the last few years in 


relation to the nature and treatment of the disease, 
that it will prove an asylum indeed to this most 
helpless and afflicted class of sufferers, and stand 
as a noble monument of wisdom and mercy. 
Under the acts of Congress of August 31, 1852, 


| and of March 3, 1853, designed to secure for the 
| cities of Washington and Georgetown an abund- 


ant supply of good and wholesome water, it 


| became my duty to examine the report and plans 
| of the engineer who had charge of the surveys 


| under the first act named. 


The best, if not the 


| only plan, calculated to secure permanently the 


tary of the Interior, that opinions, which have | 


often been expressed in relation to the operation 


of the land system, as not being a source of rev- | 


enue to the Federal Treasury, were erroneous. 
‘The net profits from the sale of the public lands to 
June 30, 1853, amounted to the sum of fifty-three 
million two hundred and eighty-nine thousand 
four hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

I recommend the extension of the land system 
over the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, 
with such modifications as their peculiarities may 
require. 

Regarding our public domain as chiefly valua- 
ble ta.provide homes for the industrious and en- 
terprising, | am not prepared to recommend any 
essential change in the land system, except by 


| modifications in favor of the actual settler, and an 


extension of the preémption principle in certain 
cases, for reasons, and on grounds, which will be 
fully developed in the reports to be laid before you. 

Congress, representing the proprietors of the 
territori@l domain, and charged especially with 
power to dispose of territory belonging to the 
United States, has, for a long course of years, 
beginning with the administration of Mr. Jeffer- 


son, exercised the power to construct roads within 


the Territories; and there are so many and obvi- 
ous distinctions between this exercise of power 
and that of making roads within the States, that 
the former has never been considered subject to 


| such objections as apply to the latter, and such 


may now be considered the settled construction 
of the power of the Federal Government upon 


| the subject. 


Numerous applications have been, and no doubt 


| will continue to be, made for granis of land, in 


| 
| 


aid of the construction of railways. 


the Constitution, that the power to dispose of the 
public domain, should be used otherwise than 


It is not | 
believed to be within the intent and meaning of | 


object sought, was that which contemplates taking 
the water from the Great Falls of the Potomac, 


and, consequently, | gave to it my approval. 


For the progress and present condition of this 
important work, and for its demands, so far as 


| appropriations are concerned, I refer you to the 


report of the Secretary of War. 
The present judicial system of the United States 
has now been in operation for so long a period of 


| time, and has, in its general theory and much of 


its details, become so familiar to the country, and 
acquired so entirely the public confidence, that if 
modified in any respect, it should only be in those 
particulars which may adapt it to the increased 
extent, population, and legal business of the United 
States. In this relation, the organization of the 


| courts is now confessedly inadequate to the duties 


to be performed by them; in consequence of which, 


| the States of Florida, Wisconsin, Iowa, Texas, 
| and California, and districts of other States, are 
| in effect excluded from the full benefits of the gen- 


eral system, by the functions of the circuit court 


| being devolved on the district judges in all those 
| States, or parts of States. 


The spirit of the Constitution and a due regard 


| to justice require that all the States of the Union 
| should be placed on the same footing in regard 


| to the judicial tribunals. 


I therefore commend to 
our consideration this important subject, which, 


| In my judgment, demands the speedy action of 


Congress. I will present to you, if deemed de- 


| sirable, a plan, which I am prepared to recom- 


mend, for the enlargement and modification of the 


| present judicial system. 


| 
| 
| 


The act of Congress establishing the Smith- 
sonian Institution provided that the President of 
the United States, and other persons therein des- 
ignated, should constitute an * establishment”’ by 
that name, and that the members should hold 
stated and special meetings for the supervision of 
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the affairs of the Institution. he organization 
not having taken place, t seemed to me proper 
that it should be effected withoutdelay. This has 


been done; and an occasion was thereby present. | 


ed for inspecting the condition of the Institution, 
and appreciating Its successful progress thus far, 
and its high promise of great and general useful- 
ness. 

| have omitted to ask your favorable considera- 
tion for the estimates of works of alocal character in 
twenty-seven of the thirty-one States, amounting 
to one million seven hundred and fifty-four thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, because, independently 
of the grounds which have so often been urged 
against the application of the Federal revenue for 
works of this character, inequality with conse- 
quent injustice is inherent in the nature of the 
proposition, and because the plan has proved 
entirely inadequate to the accomplishment of the 
objects sought. 

The subject of internal improvements, claiming 
alike the interest and good will of all, has, never- 
theless, been the basis of much politcal discussion, 
and has stood asa deep graven line of division 
between statesmen of eminent ability and patri- 
otism. The rule of strict construction of all powers 
delegated by the States to the General Government 
has arrayed itself, from time to time, against the 
rapid progress of expenditures ffom the National 
Treasury on works of a local character within the 
States. Memorable as an epoch in the history of 
this subject is the message of President Jackson, 
of the 27th of May, 1830, which met the system 
of internal improvements in its comparative in- 
fancy; but so rapid had been its growth, that the 
projected appropriations in that year for works 
of this character had risen to the alarming amount 
of more than one hundred millions of dollars. 

In that message the President admitted the dif- 
ficulty of bringing back the operations of the Gov- 
ernment to the construction of the Constitution set 
up in 1798, and marked it as an admonitory proof 


of the necessity of guarding that instrument with + 


sleepless vigilance against the authority of prece- 
dents which had not the sanction of its most 
plainly defined powers 

Our Government exists under a written com- 
pact between sovereign States, uniting for specific 
objects, and with specific grants to their general 
agent. If, then, in the progress of its administra- 
tion, there have been departures from the terms 
and intent of the compact, it is, and will ever be, 
proper to refer back to the fixed standard which 
our fathers left us, and to make a stern effort to 
conform our action to it. It would seem that the 
fact of a principle having been resisted from the 
first by many of the wisest and most patriotic 
men of the Republic, and a policy having pro- 
voked constant strife without arriving at a conclu- 
sion which can be regarded as satisfactory to its 
most earnest advocates, should suggest the inquiry 
whether there may not be a plan likely to be 
crowned by happier results, Without perceiving 
any sound distinction, or intending to assert any 
principle as opposed to improvements needed for 
the protection of internal commerce, which does 
not equally apply to improvements upon the sea- 
board for the protection of foreign commerce, I 
submit to you whether it may not be safely antici- 
pated that, if the policy were once settled against 
appropriations by the General Government for 
local improvements for the benefit of commerce, 
localities requiring expenditures would not, by 
modes and means clearly legitimate and proper, 
raise the fund necessary for such constructions as 
the safety or other interests of their commerce 
might require. 

If that can be regarded as a system, which, in 
the experience of more than thirty years, has at 
no time so commanded the public judgment as to 
give it the character of a settled policy—which, 
though it has produced some works of conceded 
importance, has been attended with an expendi- 
ture quite disproportionate to their value,—and 
has resulted in squandering large sums upon ob- 
jects which have answered no valuable purpose,— 
the interests of all the States require it to be aban- 
doned, unless hopes may be indulged for the 
future which find no warrant in the past. 

With an anxious desire for the completion of 
the works which are regarded by all good citizens 
with sincere interest, | have deemed it my duty 
to ask at your hands a deliberate reconsideration | 


of the question, with a hope that, animated by a || first Monday in February next, as required by |, 


| desire to promote the permanent and substantial 


interests of the country, your wisdom may prove 
equal to the task of devising and maturing a plan, 
which, applied to this subject, may promise some- 
thing better than constant strife, the suspension of 
the powers of local enterprise, the exciting of vain 
hopes, and the disappointment of cherished ex- 
pectations. 

In expending the appropriations made by the 
last Congress, several cases have arisen in relation 
to works for the improvement of harbors, which 
involve question as to the right of soil and juris- 
diction, and have threatened conflict between the 
authority of the State and General Governments. 
The right to construct a break water, jetty, or dam, 
would seem, necessarily, to carry with it the power 
to protect and preserve such constructions. This 
can only be effectually done by having jurisdiction 
over the soil. But no clause of the Constitution 
is found, on which to rest the claim of the United 
States to exercise jurisdiction over the soil of a 
State, except that conferred by the eighth section 
of the first article of the Constitution. It is, 
then, submitted, whether, in all case& where con- 
structions are to be erected by the General Govern- 
ment, the right of soil should not first be obtained, 
and legislative provision be made to cover all such 
cases. 

For the progress made in the construction of 
roads within the Territories, as provided for in the 
appropriations of the last Congress, 1 refer you 
to the report of the Secretary of War. 

There is one subject of a domestic nature, 
which, from its intrinsic importance, and the 
many interesting questions of future policy which 
it involves, aouail fail to receive your early at- 
tention. 1 allude to the means of communication 


by which different parts of the wide expanse of 


of our country are to be placed in closer con- 
nection for purposes both of defense and commer- 
cial intercourse, and more especially such as ap- 
pertain to the communication of those great divi- 
sions of the Union which lie on the opposite 
sides of the Rocky Mountains. 

That the Government has not been unmindful 
of this heretofore, is apparent from the aid jt has 
afforded, through appropriations for mail facili- 
ties and other purposes. But the general subject 
will now present itself under aspects more impos- 
ing and more purely national, by reason of the 
surveys ordered by Congress, and now in the 
process of completion, for communication by rail- 
way across the continent, and wholly within the 
limits of the United States. 

The power to declare war, to raise and support 
armies, to provide and maintain a navy, and to 
call forth the militia to execute the laws, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions, was conferred 
upon Congress, as means to provide for the com- 
mon defense, and to protect a territory and a pop- 
ulation now widespread and vastly multiplied. 
As incidentai to and indispensable for the exercise 
of this power, it must sometimes be necessary to 


construct military roads and protect harbors of 


refuge. To appropriations by Congress for such 
objects, no sound objection can be raised. Hap- 
pily for our country, its peaceful policy and rap- 
idly increasing population impose upon us no 
urgent necessity for preparation, and leave but 
few trackless deserts between assailable points 
and a patriotic people ever ready and generally 
able to protect them. These necessary links, the 
enterprise and energy of our people are steadily 
and boldly struggling to supply. All experience 
affirms that, wherever private enterprise will avail, 
it is most wise for the General Government to 


| leave to that and individual watchfulness the loca- 
| tion and execution of all means of communication. 


The surveys before alluded to were designed to 
ascertain the most practicable and economical 
route for a railroad from the river Mississippi to 
the Pacific ocear- Parties are now in the field 
making explorations, where previous examina- 
tions had not supplied sufficient data, and where 
there was the best reason to hope the object sought 
might be found. The means and time being both 
limited, it is not to be expected that all the accu- 
rate knowledge desired will be obtained, but it is 
hoped that much and important information will 


| be added to the stock previously possessed, and 
| that partial, if not full reports of the surveys or- 


dered will be received, in time for transmission to 
the two Houses of Congress, on or before the 
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the act of appropriation. The magnitude of the 
enterprise contemplated has aroused, and will 
doubtless continue to excite, avery general in- 
terest throughout the country. In its political, 
its commercial, and its military bearings, it has 
varied, great, and increasing claims to considera- 
tion. The heavy expense, the great delay, and, 
at times, fatality attending travel by either of the 
Isthmus routes, have demonstrated the advantage, 
which would result from interterritorial communi- 
cation by such safe and rapid means as a railroad 
would supply. 

These difficulties, which have been encountered 
in a period of peace, would be magnified and still 
further increased in time of war. But whilst the 
embarrassments already encountered, and others 
under new contingencies to be anticipated, may 
serve strikingly to exhibit the importance of such 
a work, neither these, nor all considerations com- 
bined, can have an appreciable value, when 
weighed against the obligation strictly to adhere 
to the Constitution, and taithfully to execute the 
powers it confers. Within this limit, and to the 
extent of the interest of the Government involved, 
it would seem both expedient and proper, if an 
economical and practicable route shall be found, 
to aid, by all constitutional means, in the con- 
struction of a road which will unite, by speedy 
transit, the populations of the Pacific and Atlantic 
States. To guard against misconception, it should 
be remarked that, although the power to construct 
or aid in the construction of, a road within the 
limits of a Territory is not embarrassed by that 
question of jurisdiction which would arise within 
the limits of a State, it is nevertheless held to be 
of doubtful power, and more than doubtful pro- 
priety, even within the limits of a Territory, for 
the General Government to undertake to admin- 
ister the affairs of a railroad, a canal, or other 
similar construction, and therefore that its con- 
nection with a work of this character should be 
incidental rather than primary. I will only add, 
at present, that, fully appreciating the magnitude 
of the subject, and solicitous that the Atlantic and 
Pacific shores of the Republic may be bound to- 
gether by inseparable ties of common interest, as 
well as of common fealty and attachment to the 
Union, I shall be disposed, so far as my own 
action is concerned, to follow the I:ghts of the Con- 
stitution, as expounded and illustrated by those 
whose opinions and expositions constitute the 
standard of my political faith in regard to the pow- 
ers of the Federal Government. It is, I trust, not 
necessary to say, that.no grandeur of enterprise, 
and no present urgent inducement promising pop- 
ular favor, will lead me to disregard those lights, 
or to depart from that path, which experience has 
proved to be safe, and which is now radiant with 
the glow of prosperity and legitimate constitu- 
tional progress. We can afford to wait, but we 
cannot afford to overlook the ark of our security. 

It is no part of my purpose to give prominence 
to any subject, which may properly be regarded 
as set at rest by the deliberate judgment of the 
people. But while the present is bright with 
promise, and the future full of demand and in- 
ducement for the exercise of active intelligence, 
the past can never be without useful lessons of 
admonition and instruction If its dangers serve 
not as beacons, they will evidently fail to fulfill 
the object of a wise design. When the grave 
shall have closed over all who are now endeavor- 
ing to meet the obligations of duty, the year 1850 
will be recurred to as a period filled with anxious 
apprehension. A successful war had just termi- 
nated. Peace brought with it a vast augmerta- 
tion of territory. Disturbing questions arose, 
bearing upon the domestic institutions of one por- 
tion of the Confederacy, and involving the consti- 
tutional rights of the States. But, notwithstand- 
ing differences of opinion and sentiment, which 
then existed in relation to details, and specific pro- 
visions, the acquiescence of distinguished citizens, 
whose devotion to the Union can never be doubt- 
ed, has given renewed vigor to our institutions, 
and restored a sense of repose and security to 
the public mind throughout the Confederacy. 
That this repose is to suffer no shock during 
my official term, if | have power to avert it, 
those who placed me here may be assured. 
The wisdom of men, who knew what independ- 
ence cost,—who had put all at stake upon the issue 
of the revolutionary struggle,—disposed of the 
subject to which I refer, in the only way consist- 
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ent with the union of these States, and with the 
march of power and prosperity which has made 
us what we are. It is a significant fact, that from 
the adoption of the Cpnstitatic n until the officers 
and soldiers of the Revolution had passed to their 
eraves, or, through the infirmities of age and 
wourgls, had ceased to participate actively in pub- 
lic affairs, there was not merely a quiet acquies- 
cence in, but a prompt vindication of, the consti- 
The reserved powers 
were scrupulously respected, No statesman put 
forth the narrow views of casuists to justify inter- 
ference and agitation, but the spirit of the compact 
wes regarded as sacred in the eye of honor, and 
indispensable for the vreat experiment of civil lib- 
erty, which, environed by inherent difficulties, was 
yet borne forward in apparent weakness by a 
power superior to all obstacles. 


tutional rights of the States. 
tional ry 


There is no con- 
demnation, which the voice of freedom will not 
pronounce pon us, should we prove faithless to 
this great trust. While men inhabiting different 
arts of this vast continent can no more be expected 
o hold the same opinions, or entertain the same 
sentiments, than every variety of climate or soil 
can be expected to furnish the same agricultural 
products, they can unite ina common object and 
sustain common pring iples essential to the main- 
tenance of that object. The gallant men of the 
South and the North could stand together during 
the struggle of the Revolution; they could stand 
together in the more trying period which suc- 
ceeded the clangor of arms. As their united 
valor was adequate to all the trials of the camp 
and dangers of the field, so their united wisdom 
proved equal to the greater task of founding, 
upoua deep and broad basis, institutions which it 
has been our privilege to enjoy, and will ever be 
our most sacred duty to sustain. It is but the 
feeble expression of a faith strong and universal, 
to say that their sons, whose blood mingled so 
often upon the same field, during the war of 1812, 
and who have more recently borne in triumph the 
flay of the country upon a foreign soil, will never 
permit alienation of feeling to weaken the power 
of their united efforts, nor internal dissensions to 
paralyze the great arm of freedom, uplifted for the 
vindication of self-covernment. 

{ have thus briefly presented such suggestions 
as seem to me especially worthy of your consid 
eration. In providing for the present, you can 
hardly fail to avail yourselvés of the light which 
the experience of the past casts upon the future. 

The growth of our population has now brought 
us, in the destined career of our national history, 
to a point at which it well behooves us to expand 
our vision over the vast prospective, 

The successive decennial returns of the census, 
since the adoption of the Constitution, have re- 
vealed a law of steady progressive development, 
which may be stated, in general terms,as a dupli- 
cation every quarter century. Carried forward, 
from the point already reached, for only a short 
period of time as applicable to the existence of a 
nation, this law of progress, if unchecked, will 
briag us to almost incredible results. A large al- 
lowance for a diminished proportional effect of 
emigration would not very materially reduce the 
estimate, while the increased average duration 
of human life, known to have already resulted 
from the scientific and hygienic improvements of 
the past fifty years, will tend to keep up through 
the next fifty, or perhaps hundred, the same ratio 
of growth, which has been thus revealed in our 
past progress; and to the influence of these causes 
may be added the influx of laboring masses from 
eastern Asia to the Pacific side of our possessions, 
together with the probable accession of the popu- 
lations already existing in other parts of our 
hemisphere, which within the leat in question, 
will feel, with yearly increasing force, the natural 
attraction of so vast, powerful, and prosperous a 
confederation of self-governing Republics, and 
will seek the privi’ ge of being admitted within its 
eafe and happy ~osom, transferring with them- 
selves, by a peaceful and healthy process of incor- 
poration, spacious regions of virgin and exuber- 
ant soil, which are destined to swarm with the 
fast-growing and fast-spreading millions of our 
race. 

These considerations seem fully to justify the 
presumption, that the law of population above 
stated, will continue to act with undiminished 
effect, through at least the next half century; and 
that thousands of persons who have already 


t 
i 
t 
‘ 


arrived at maturity, and are now exercising the 
rights of freemen, will close their eyes on the 
spectacle of more than one hundred millions of 
population embraced within the majestic propor- 
tions of the American Union. It is not merely 
as an interesting topic of speculation that I present 
these views for your consideration. ‘They have 
important practical bearings upon all the political 
duties we arecalled upon to perform. Heretofore, 


1 


our system of Government has worked on what | 


may be termed a minature scale, in comparison 
with the development which it must thus assume, 
within a future so near at hand, as scarcely to be 
beyond the present of the exisung generation. 

it is evident that a confederation so vast and so 
varied, both innumbers and in territorial extent, in 
habits and in interests, could only be kept in na- 
tional cohesion by the strictest fidelity to the 
principles of the Constitution, as understood by 
those who have adhered to the most restricted 
construction of the powers granted by the people 
and the States. Interpreted and applied accord- 


ing to those principles, the great compact adapts | 


itself with healthy ease and freedom to an unlim- 
ited extension of that benign system of federa- 
tive self-vovernment, of which it is our glorious 
and, I trust, immortal charter. Let us, then, 
with redoubled vigilance, be on our guard against 
yielding to the temptation of the exercise of 
doubtful powers, even under the pressure of the 
motives of conceded temporary advantage and ap- 
parent temporary expediency. 

‘The minimum of Federal Government, compat- 
ible with the maintenance of national unity and 
efficient action in our relations with the rest of the 
world, should afford the rule aud measure of con- 
struction of our powers under the general clauses 
of the Constitution. A spirit of strict deference 
to the sovereign rights and dignity of every State, 


rather than a disposition to subordinate the States | 


into a provincial relation to the central authority, 
should characterize all our exercise of the respect- 
ive powers temporarily vested in us as a sacred 
trust from the generous confidence of our con- 
stituents, 


In like manner, as a manifestly indispensable | 


condition of the perpetuation of the Union, and 
of the realization of that magnificent national fu- 
ture adverted to, does the duty become yearly 
stronger and clearer upon us, as citizens of the 
several States, to cultivate a fraternal and affection- 
ate spirit, language, and conduct, in regard to 


other States, and in relation to the varied interests, | 


institutions, and habits of sentiment and opinion, 
which may respectively characterize them. Mu- 


tual forbearance, respect, and non-interference in 
our personal action as citizens, and an enlarged | 
exercise of the most liberal principles of comity | 


in the public dealings of State with State, whether 
in legislation or in the execution of laws, are the 
means to perpetuate that confidence and fraternity, 
the decay of which a mere political union, on so 
vasta scale, could not long survive. 

in still another point of view, is an important 
practical duty suggested by this consideration of 
the magnitude of dimensions, to which our polit- 
ical system, with its corresponding machinery of 
government, is so rapidly expanding. 


With in- | 


creased vigilance does it require us to cultivate the | 


cardinal virtues of public frugality and official in- 
tegrity and purity. z 
conducted that a settled conviction shall pervade 
the entire Union, that nothing short of the highest 
tone and standard of public morality marks every 


Public atfairs ought to be so | 


part of the administration and legislation of the | 


General Government. 


Thus will the federal ays- | 
| tem, whatever expansion time and progress may | 


give it, continue more and more deeply rooted in | 


the love and confidence of the people. 


That wise economy, which is as far removed | 


| from parsimony as from corrupt and corrupting | 


extravagance—that single regard for the public | 


good, which will frown upon all attempts to ap- 


proach the Treasury with insidious projects of pri- | 


vate interest cloaked under public pretexts,—that 
sound fiscal administration, which, in the legisla- 


tive department, guards against the dangerous | 
temptations incident to overflowing revenue, and, | 


fulness against the tendency ofall national expend- 


| im the executive, maintains an unsleeping watch- | 


iture to extravagance,—while they are admitted | 
elementary political duties, may, I trust, be | 


deemed as properly adverted to and urged, in view 


‘| of the more impressive sense of that necessity, || 


Dec. 6, 
which is directly suggested by the considerations 
now presented. 

Since the adjournment of Congress, the Vj, 
President of the United States has ine a 

7 Shas passed from 
the scenes of earth, without having entered yj, 
the duties of the station to which he had colt 
called by the voice of his countrymen, Bivies 
occupied, almost continuously, for more thee 
thirty years, a seat in one or the other of the a 

’ . - 
Houses of Congress, and having by his Singular 
purity and wisdom, secured unbounded confidence 
and universal respect, his failing health ake 
watched by the nation with painful solicitude 
His loss to the country, under all the circum. 
stances, has been justly regarded as irreparable 

In compliance with the act of Congress of 
March 2, 1853, the oath of office was adminis. 
tered to him on the 24th of that month, at Ari: 
estate, near Matanzas, in the Island of Cuba: by: 
his strength gradually declined, and was hardly 
sufficient to enable him to return to his home in 
Alabama, where, on the eighteenth day of Apyij 
in the most calm and peaceful way, his lone and 
eminently useful career was terminated. 
Entertaining unlimited confidence in your intel. 
ligent and patriotic devotion to the publie interest 
and being conscious of no motives on my part 
which are not insepareble from the honor and ad- 
vancement of my country, I hope it may be my 
privilege to deserve and secure, not only your cor- 
dial coéperation in great public measures, byt 
also those relations of mutual confidence and ye. 
gard, which it is always so desirable to cultivate 
between members of co6rdinate branches of the 
Government, 


idne 


FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
Wasnineton, D. C., December 5, 1853. 


The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
upon the motion to lay the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. FLorence} upon 
the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will allow that motion to stand as 
it is until the President’s message shall have been 
disposed of, as that is now before the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move then that the mes- 
sage be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and that the usual 
number of copies, with 20,000 extra copies, with 
the accompanying documents, be printed for the 
use of the members of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the motion I in- 
tended to make, but I am willing that the gentle- 
should make it. 

Mr. McNAIR. What is the usual number? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Fifteen thousand. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The usual number is one for 
each member of this body. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I understand my colleague 
to ask what is the usual number of extra copies. 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir. 

Mr FLORENCE. The usual number, as 
stated by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 


' Houston,] has been one copy for each member. 


My proposition is, to print 20,000 extra copies of 
the message and the accompanying documents for 
the use of the members of the House. 

Mr. ORR. I can give the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. McNatr] the information he 
desires. The usual number printed of certain 
documents for the use of the House, the Senate, 
and the various Departments, is about 1,500. The 
usual number of the message and accompanying 
documents heretofore printed has been 15,000 
copies ; and I do not see the necessity for printing 
any more than that number now. They are cum- 
bersome documents, and are not generally read. 
I move to amend the gentleman’s motion by 
striking out 20,000, and inserting 15,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina that this is the begin- 
ning of a new Administration, and these docu- 
ments—the President’s message and accompany- 
ing papers—are intended to develop the policy of 
that Administration at its commencement. While 
I know that 15,000 copies were printed at the last 
session—yet under the circumstances it seems to 
me that 20,000 are a smal! number to be asked for 
upon this occasion. I therefore hope that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania will persist in his mo- 
tion, and that we will order the number asked for 
to be printed. 

Mr. ORR. It is within a few years that the 
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ber printed has exceeded 10,000 copies. In 
«my judgment, 15,000 copies are a great abund- 


num 


'S. PERKINS, of New York. I believe the 
ventleman from South Carolina is mistaken in 
~ynposing that the President’s message and docu- 
ments are not read. If they are printed in pam- 
nhlet form and circulated among my constituents, 
or the constituents of the representatives of the 
State of New York, I am very certain that they 
will be generally read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. The people 
now are reading much more than formerly. Our 
country is largely extended, and schools are being 
multiplied daily; and tosay thatno morethan sixty, 
eighty, or one hundred persons in each Congres- 
sional district, will read those documents, shows 
an indifference in regard to them among the peo- 
ole, with which I can hardly acquiesce. I believe 
*s would be more compatible for the interests of 
the country, to print 50,000 extra copies; and I 
am confident, at least it is so, as far as my own 
district is concerned, that that number will hardly 

ice for those who wish to read these documents. 
In behalf of my own constituents, I go for 50,000, 
and if the constituents of other members will not 
read them, | will be very much obliged, if they 
will send them to mine. 

Mr. PHELPS. It seems to me that this de- 
bate upon the motion to print an extra number of 
copies of the message and accompanying docu- 
ments is rather premature. By a law passed a 
the last session of Congress, it is provided that all 
motions to print extra copies of any bill, report, 
or other public document, shall be referred to the 
members of the Committee on Printing in the 
House where the motion may be made; so thata 
motion to print an extra number of copies of these 
documents must necessarily go to the Committee 
on Printing, and await their report upon it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That has been the language 
of the joint rule, and the law which has governed 
us, for several years; but its universal construc- 


them? Sir, they must get this information from 
the newspapers of the country. Fifteen thousand 
copies will give seventy copies to each member. 
That will be sufficient to supply the schools, news- 
papers, public libraries, and the various offices in 
the counties, where people who desire to see these 
documents can always have access to them. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from Georgia I will correct 
his statement that fifteen thousand copies will 
give seventy copies to each member. It will give. 
only about forty copies to each member; twenty 
thousand copies would give sixty or sixty-one to 
each member. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I was arguing against the 
statement of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Wentwortn.] I did not make any calculation 
myself. 

Mr. JONES. 
mistaken, then. 


The gentleman from Illinois is 
He may have made the calcula- 
tion that the 30,000 copies he proposes to print, 
would give seventy-five or eighty copies to each 
member; 15,000 would give only about forty-one 
copies to each member. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
number. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would ask the 
rentleman from Georgia, to state the number of 
copies that was printed at the commencement of 
the last Administration, when the W hig policy was 
to be develoned. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think it was 15,000. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, the Whig policy 
was quite as important to the country as the poli- 
ey of this Administration 

Mr.STEPHENS. I will not detain the House 
further, but I trust that the House will only order 
the printing of 15,000 extra copies. ? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I believe that the House is 
now ready to vote upon this matter, and to dispose 
of it, and for the purpose of bringing on that vote, 
I cell for the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 


Well, that is the usual 


tion has been, that it did not apply to a message @the main question was ordered to be now put. 


from the President of the United States. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly it has been so 
decided. 

Mr. HOUSTON. All communications from 
heads of Departments, separate and distinct from 
those accompanying the President’s message 
now before us, would be subject to the law 
which the gentleman has read, but it has never 
been construed as applying to the message of the 
President of the United States; and I hope, there- 
fore, that the gentleman from Missouri will let 
this matter take its course. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Pueprs] will refer to the 61st rule, he 
will find that that rule sustains the gentleman from 
Alabama, (Mr. Housron.] 

Mr. PHELPS. I was referring to the act of 
Congress, and not to any rule. But, sir, I have 
no desire at all to impede the printing of this 
document. I desire the number to be printed 
which the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
FLoRENCE] proposes. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. It has 
been suggested to me that the House will not 
vote the 50,000 copies, but might vote 30,000. I 
therefore modify my amendment to the amend- 
ment so as to make the number 30,000. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be first 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. Wentworth] to the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Orr,] 
which is to strike out ‘* 15,000,’’ and insert 
** 30,000 ”’ in lieu thereof. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to say 
but one word upon this subject. I hope that the 
amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina will prevail. Fifteen thousand is the usual 
number which has been heretofore printed. The 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wenrworru] says 
that number will give seventy copies to each mem- 
ber, affd that he has a great many more than 
seventy men in his district who can or will read 
this document. 

_ Mr. WENTWORTH. 
lous to read it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I tell the gentleman that 
there are, perhaps, three thousand in my district 
who are anxious to read it. But will you extend the 
number to a million? Are we to sit here and print 
documents for every man who is anxious to read || 


I said who were anx- 


The question was first upon Mr, Wenrt- 
WORTH’S amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. On that question I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

[Voices from all parts of the Hall. ** No, no!’’ 
‘© We'll vote it down!”’ and ** Withdraw it!”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, I withdraw the call 
for the present. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
to the amendment; and, on a division, there were 
—yeas 76; nays 116. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


ject ed. 


The question was then put upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. ORR, to strike out 20,000 copies 
extra, and insert 15,000; and on a division, there 
were—ayes 71. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, fifteen 
only voting in the affirmative, which number was 
not one fifth of a quorum. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Orr’s propo- 
sition, and it was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. FLorence, and it was agreed to. 


PUBLIC PRINTER. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Mr. Speaker, the order just 
made for the printing of the President’s message 
and accompanying documents will, I think, remind 
the House of the necessity of proceeding with the 
organization of the Heuse by the election of a 
public printer, without whom the law, as I under- 
stand, makes no provision for the printing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, | move to reconsider the vote by which 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{[Mr. Firorence} was agreed to; and that that 
motion do lie upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 


Mr. HIBBARD. For the purpose suggested, 
I offer the following resolution, and | hope the 
House will act upon it now, and proceed to the 
election of a public printer. Upon its passage I 
call for the previous question: 


I demand the 


Resolved, That the House do now proceed to the elec- || 
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tion ofa public printer for the House of Representatives 
for the present Congress. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I rise to a point of 
order. When the message from the President 
was received, we were acting on the question f 
the election of a Chaplain; and I would ask 
whether it does »ot now take precedence of any 
other business? 

The SPEAKER. Such is the fact. While the 
proposition of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire isa privileged one, yet it must give way to 
the business indicated by the gentleman from Hli- 
nois, 

Mr. HIBBARD. I withdraw my resolution. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 1 move that the House 
do now adjourn, 

Mr. FULLER. I submit a motion which 
takes precedence of that of the gentleman from 
Maryland; and it is that when thie House ad- 
journs to-day it be to meet on Friday next. Itis 
made with a view of giving the Speaker time te 
form the standing committees. Gentlemen are 
well aware that time and deliberation are required 
for that purpose. 

A Mempser. | ask for a division of the House 
upon that question. 

Mr. FULLER. Upon the request of several 
members I withdraw the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now upon 
the motion to adjourn. ' 

The question was put and disagreed to, and 
the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
laying the resolution of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Fiorence] upon the t 

Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a question of order. 
It is whether the resolution proposed to be offered 
by me, being a privileged matter, relating to the 
organization of the House, does not take prece- 
dence of the motion submitted by the gentieman 
from South Carolina ; 

The SPEAKER. 
it takes precedence of business immediately before 
the House, and being acted upon by the House, 
except by unanimous consent. 


The Chair doubts whether 


The House now 
comes back to the precise point at which the busi- 
ness was arrested by the introduction of the Presi- 
dent’s message. 

The question, then, is upon laying upon the 
table the following resolution: 

** Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) That two Chaplains 
be elected, one by the Senate and the other by the: 
of Representatives, and that they officiate 
during the present session of Congress.’’ 


Howse 


alternately 


And upon that motion, the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. P 

The question was then put, and there were— 
yeas, 18; nays 185. 


YEAS—Meesrs. Abercrombie, Bngg, Chastain, Cobb 
John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dent, Edgerton, Green, 
Grow, Henn. George W. Jones, MeMullin, Nix hols, Pheips, 
William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton. and Well« 

NAY S—Messre Aiken, James ¢ Allen, Willie A 


Vien 


, 


Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, 
Banks, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bissell, B %, 
tocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Lewis D. Camry 


bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, 
Chase, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman., ¢ puitt 
Cook, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, 
Curtis, Cutting, Dawson, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Diekines 


nN, 
Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Bd 
mundson, Elliott, Ellison, English, Erhe ce. Everhart, 
Ewing, Farley, Fanikner, Fent Flagler, Flore , 
Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Greenwood, 
Grey. Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harian, Samp 


son W. Harris, VV ley P. Harris Ilastings Have n, Hen 
dricks, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, 
Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane. Latham, Letcher, 
Lilly, Lindley, Lindsay, Lyon, McCulloch, Macdonald, 
McDougal, McNair, McQueen, Mace, Macy, Matteson, 
Maurice, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Meacham. Middleawarth, 
John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Milleon, Morgan, Notte, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, John 
P. Perkins, Philips, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Reese, Richardsou, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritehey, 
Robbins, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, 
William R. Smith, Snodgrass, Richard H Stanton, Alex 
ander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, 
Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. 
Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vail, 
Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Israe)] Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick B. Wrivit, and 
Zollicoffer—185. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
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the hands of Assury Dickins, its Secretary, 
informing the House that they had passed‘a bill 
entitled, “An act to indemnify the State of Indi- 
ana for the failure of title to a township of land 
granted to said State on her admission into the 
Union in 18)6,” in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House. 


CHAPLAINS AGAIN. 


The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move to amend the 
resolution by striking out the word ** session,”’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word ‘* Con- 
gress.’’ 

I wish to state briefly the reason why I offer 
the amendment. At the first session of the last 
Congress we elected a Chaplain who served us for 
nine months. At the second session we elected 
another gentleman. He served for three months, 
and for that three months’ service received the 
seme compensation as the Chaplain for the first 
sesxion, who served nine months. I think it is 
rizht that we should elect a man for the whole 
Congress, in the same manner that we do every 
other officer 

Mr. HENN.. I move to amend the resolution 
by adding thereto the following: 

Provided, That the compensation of said Chaplains shall 
be deducted pro rata from the per-diem compensation of 
the members of the Senate and House of Representatives. 
And upon that I ask the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Before the Chair puts that 
question [ should like to have the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Florence] accept a modifica- 
tion of his resolution, so as to make it embrace 
the language of the resolution which came from 
the Senate this morning, which is, that they be 
taken from different denominations. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is the universal practice 
here, and T hope it will be carried out now. 

Mr. FLORENCE accepted the proposed modi- 
fication. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The question first in order 
is upon the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from lowa, {Mr. Henn.) 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hen- 
pricks,] it was taken, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion, as amended, and it was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
the House then adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 7, 1853. 


The Hon. Isaac P. Wacker, of Wisconsin, 
and the Hon. A. Dixon, of Kentucky, appeared 
and took their seats this morning. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
The following message was received from the 


House of Representatives, by Mr. W. V. Mc- 
Kean, Chief Clerk: 

Mr. Prestpent: I am directed to inform the Senate that 
the House of Representatives have passed a joint resohution 
for the relief of Alexander P. Field, late Secretary of Wis 
consin Territory, and his sureties, in which they ask the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

Also, a concurrent resolution for the appointment of two 
Chaplains for the first session ofthe Thirty-Third Congress. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT presented the annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, which, on mo- 
tion by Mr. Hunter, was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that the usual num- 
ber of extra copies of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pre tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate aletter from the Treasurer of the United States, 
communicating copies of his accounts for the third 


and fourth quarters of 1852, and the first and | 


second quarters of 1853, as adjusted by the ac- 


counting officers of the Treasury; which was read, | 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the first annual report of the Superintend- 
ent of the Publie Printing. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the report, with 
the accompanying papers, was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN, 


On the motion of Mr. JONES, of Iowa, the 
following concurrent resolution from the House 


‘of Representatives was considered and agreed to: 


** Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That two Chaplains, 
of different denominations, be elected, one by the Senate 
and the other by the House of Representatives, and that | 
they officiate alternately during the present session of Con- 


” 


gress. 


The Senate proceeded to ballot for a Chaplain 
on its part, with the following result: 

Whole number of votes cast, 39; necessary to 
a choice, 20; of which— 

Rev, Henry Slicerreceived 

Bev. VV CGI TORR O6 s6.0 55s cccee coscccsvcices 

Rev. 8. Tustin, D. D 

Rev. H. 8. Chapin 

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher 

There being no election, the Senate proceeded 
to a second ballot, with the following result: 

Whole number of votes cast, 43; necessary to 
a choice, 22; of which— 

Gs i. ME VRGOIGOR Sy nce cde el vccptces saenn deaare 21 

OU We CUO TROON 6 oi ce dc elicsivesantecciessa seen is 

SR Ferre ee eee 2 

Rev. 8. Tustin, D. 

Blank 


‘There still being no choice, the Senate proceed- 


ed to a third ballot, with the following result: 


Whole number of votes cast, 43; necessary to 
A choice, 29: of which— 

Rev. H. Slicer received... ccccrccccccccccccseceses .23 

OE. Feo Cina nbsscnwbursed bourke bctitse lL nend 19 

Rev. S&S. Tustin, D. D 

The Rev. H. Slicer having received a majority 
of the votes cast, was declared duly elected. 


PETITIONS. 


j 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. GWIN presented the petition of C. K.@ 


Garrison, President of the Oriental and Pacific 
Steam Navigation Company, for a mail route be- | 
tween San Francisco and China, via the Sand- 
wich Islands; which was ordered to lie on the 
table until the standing committees be appointed. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the petition 
of T. R. Fontleroy, a colonel in the Army of the 
United States, and other officers, praying for an 
increase of compensation; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition of 
Pamela Brown, widow of the late Major General 
Jacob Brown, praying fora pension; which was 


| ordered to lie on the table. . 


Also, the petition of A. Mothershead, praying 
for a pension; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, the proceedings of a public meeting of 
citizens of lowa, asking Congress to make grants 
of public land in aid of certain railroads in that 
State; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GWIN, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce the following bills; 
which were read a first time, and ordered to lie on 
the table until the standing committees shall have 
been appointed: 

A bill to encourage agriculture, commerce, man- | 
ufactures, and all other branches of industry, by 
granting to every man who is the head of a family, 
and a citizen of the United States, a homestead 
of one hundred and sixty acres of land out of the 
public domain upon condition of occupancy and 


cultivation of the same for the period herein spe- | 


cified; 
A bill to refund to the State of California the 


expenses incurred in suppressing Indian aggres- 


sions in that State; 
A bill to authorize and direct the payment of 
certain moneys into the treasury of the State of 


California, which were collected in the ports of | 


said State as revenue upon imports since the rati- 
fication of the treaty of peace between the United 
States and the Republic of Mexico, and prior to 
the admission of said State into the Union. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention to 


| ask leave to introduce a bill to grant to the States |. 


of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Missouri the lake 
of way and alternate sections of the public Tt 
to aid in the construction of a railroad fre > 
Shreveport in Louisiana, via Washington Port 
Smith, and Van Buren, in Arkansas and “ 
Springfield and Independence to St. Jose yh? y 
Missouri. mse 

Mr. SLIDELL gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting to the State 
of Louisiana the right of way, and a donation of 
public lands, for the purpose of locating and con- 
structing a railroad from Shreveport to the Mis. 
sissippi river in said State. F 

Also, a bill granting to the State of Louis 
the right of way, and a donation of public lay 
for the purpose of locating and constructin 
railroad from Algiers, on the Mississippi rive 
the Sabine river in said State. 

Mr. BENJAMIN gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill granting to the 
State of Louisiana the right of way, and a dona- 
tion of public land for the purpose of constryect- 
ing a railroad from New Orleans to the State |ine 
of Mississippi, in the direction of the town of 
Jackson. 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
offer an amendment to the rules of the Senate, so 
as to change the number of members of certain 
standing committees. 


ALEXANDER P. FIELD. 

Mr.GWIN. At the last session a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of Alexander P. Field, late Sec- 
retary of Wisconsin Territory, and his sureties, 
passed the Senate unanimously, on the recom- 
mendation of the Comptroller of the Treasury 
Department. It merely directs the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury to settle the account 
of Mr. Field. It has been passed by the House 
this session, and been sent here this morning, [| 
move that the Senate proceed to its consideration 
at this time. 

The motion was agreed to. The resolution was 
read twice, and considered by the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes,to direct the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to settle the accounts of 
Alexander P. Field, late Secretary of Wisconsin 
Territory, upon principles of equity and justice: 
provided, that no credit shall be allowed to him 
in the settlement, with the exception of twelve 
different items therein named, amounting to 
$3,761 06. 

Mr. WALKER. There is an error in the bill 
which it will be important to amend. In one of 
the items which it proposes to settle, the name 
reads ** Isaiah Newnan;”’’ it should be “ Josiah 
A. Newnan.’’ I move to strike out ‘ Isaiah” 
and insert ** Josiah A.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to; the joint resolu- 
tion was reported to the Senate as amended, the 
amendment was concurred in; the joint resolution 
was ordered toa third reading, and was read a 
third time and passed. 


SICKNESS IN EMIGRANT SHIPS. 
On motion by Mr. FISH, the Senate proceeded 


to consider the following resolution, submitted 
by him on the 5th instant: 

© Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed 
to consider the causes and the extent of the sickness and 
mortality prevailing on board of emigrant ships on the voy- 
age to this country; and whether apy, and what, further 
legislation is needed for the better protection of the health 
andlives of passengers on board of such vessels.” 


The resolution was adopted. 
On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 
Ordered, That the select committee be appointed by the 
President pro tempore, 
UNITED STATES JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 
The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
CiayTon was considered and adopted, as follows: 


“ Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested 
to present to the Senate the plan referred to in his message 
to Congress this day, and which he is prepared to recom- 
mend, for the enlargement and modification of the present 
judicial system of the United States.’’ 


ELECTION OF PUBLIC PRINTER. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, 
I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on ; proceed to the 
election of a public printer, to do the public printing for the 
Thirty-Third Congress, in accordance with the eighth sec- 
tion of the act ‘‘to provide for executing the public printing 
and establishing the prices thereof, and for other purposes, 
approved August 26th, 1852. 


ana 
ids, 
ga 
r,to 








of 


ion 


vas 
in 


eo 


mn 

3 of 

sin 

ce: 

um 

elve 
to 


bill 
e of 
ame 
sian 
ah ‘ 


olu- 
the 
ition 
ad & 


eded 
Litte d 


ninted 
is and 
e voy 
urther 
health 


by the 


[. 

Mr. 
llows: 
juested 
pessage 
recoin- 
present 


sident, 


“dd to the 
r for the 
hth see- 
wintir Ry 


poses, 


1853. 


consider the resolution now, so as to fix a day on 
to elect a public printer. 








W . ° 
BRIGHT. Let the resolution lie over. 
T he PRESIDENT. Objection being made, the 


resolution must go over under the rules. 


NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF IOWA. 
Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent t dee agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
rnish to the Senate a copy of the items of expenditure 

wwed at different times for the survey and marking of 

she nortuern boundary line of the State of Lowa, together 
ov th any information in the possession of his Department 
touching the accuracy of s aid boundary line. 


On motion, the Senate et 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 7, 1853 

The House met pursuant to adjournment at 
tweive o’cloe k, m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 
temporarily occupying the chair.) The first busi- 
ness in order is the call of the States and Territo- 
ries for petitions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If there is no objection, 
I would move to postpone that matter until Tues- 
day next. 

Mr. CHASTAIN informed the Chair that his 
colleague, the Hon. James L. Sewarn, of Georgia, 
was now in attendance, and ready to take the cus- 
tomary oath. 

Mr. SEWARD then approached, and the usual 
oath was administered to him by the Speaker. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I propose to submit the res- 
olution which I offered on yesterday, relative to 

he election of a public printer, which I think per- 
tains to the organization of the House. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
question of order, and it is this: The previous 


question having been ordered upon a resolution®@| 


offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Florence] yesterday, relative to the election of 
Chaplains to Congress, that that is the first busi- 
ness in order this morning. 

The SPEAKER. That resolution was adopted, 
and has to go to the Senate before we can proceed 
with theelection. The Chair is of the opinion that 
the motion made by the gentleman from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Hisparp] isa privileged one, 
and takes precedence, as it pertains to the organi- 
zation of the House. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I now offer the resolution, 
which I suppose the Clerk has at the desk. I ask 
him to read it;and upon it I call the previous 
question. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the House do now proceed to an elec- 
tion of public printer for the House of Representatives for 
the present Congress.’’ 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question then being upon the passage of 
the resolution, it was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Nominations are now in 
order. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I nominate for public printer, 
General Robert Armstrong. Does not the rule 
require that the election should be viva voce? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It does. 

The House then proceeded to execute its order. 

Messrs. Hresarp, Bocock, CuanpLer, and 
Sreruens, of Georgia, were appointed tellers to 
count the votes. 

The SPEAKER announced that nominations 
were in order, and the following gentlemen were 
nominated as candidates: 

By Mr. HIBBARD.—General Robert Arm- 
strong, of Washington. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS.—Gamaliel Baily, of | 
W ashington. 


By Mr. PRESTON. —Joseph Gales, of Wash- 
ington. 
CAMPBELL, 


By Mr. 
Greeley , of New York. 
3y Mr. WALSH.—Beverly Tucker, of Wash- 
ington. 
The roll was called by the Clerk, members | 
Voting viva voce. The following was the result: 


of Ohio. — Horace 
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If there be no objection, I ask the Senate to 


Whole number of votes cast, 219; necessary to 
a choice, 110; of which— 


Robert Armatrong received 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For Robert Armstrong.—Messrs. Aiken, W. 
Allen, Ashe, D. J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale 
er, Biseell, Bliss, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Chamber 
Jain, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Cumming, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dent, Disney, Dowdell, 
Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, Elliort, Ellison, Faulk 
ner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Green, Greenwood, 
Grow, Hamiiton, Andrew J. Harian, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lilly, Lindsay, Macdonald, Mec 
Dougal, MceMullin, McNair, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, 
Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, 
Noble, Olds, Orr, Parker, Bishop Perkins, Jobn Perkins, 
Phelps, Philips, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thos. Ritchey, 
Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, 
Shower, Skelton, Samnel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil 
liam R. Smith, Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, Andrew 
Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, 
Vail, Vansant, Walbrdge, Walker, Warren, John Went 
worth, Westbrook, and Hendrick B. Wright 

For Gales & Seaton— Messrs. Abercrombie, Ball, Ben 

son, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chase, Cook. Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Dick, Dickinson Etheridge, Ever 
bart, Ewing, Farley, Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Grey, 
Aaron Harlan, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Kerr, 
Knox, Lindley, MeCulloch, Matteson, Meacham, Middles 
warth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Reedy, 
Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Simmons, Alexander H. stephens, John L. Taylor, Tracy, 
Upham, Flihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, ‘Tappan 
“3 ntworth, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 
Thomas H. Bayly, 
Eastman, Edmundson, Goode, 
Letcher, Lyon, Maurice, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Peckham, 
Powell, Tweed, Walsh, Wells, Wheeler, and Witte. 

For Gamaliel Bailey.—Messrs. De Witt, Giddings, and 
Wade. 

For Joseph Gales.—Mr. Chandler. 

For Horace Greely.—Lewis D. Campbell. 

For John T. Towers.—Mr. Bennett. 

For Gideon §& Co.—Mr. Benton. 

For John C. Rives.—Mr. English. 

For R. H. Prior.—Mr. McQueen. 

Before the result was announced, several gen- 
tlemen whose votes had not been recorded rose 
and asked to vote. 

Mr. WALSH. I desire to know whether 
these gentlemen were within the bar when their 
names were called ? 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 
in the chair.) In the opinion of the Chair it 
makes no ditference whether they were within 
the bar or not. Every member has the right to 
vote. 

Mr. WALSH. I desire to have this matter 
understood at the beginning of the session. 

The result having been announced, as given 
above, the Speaker, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 
in the chair,) said: Robert Armstrong having re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes cast, | declare 
him to be duly elected as public printer for the 
Thirty-Third Congress. 


REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 

The SPEAKER announced that the annual re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state 
of the finances, was now before the House for such 
disposition as the House might think proper. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move that the 
reading of the report be dispensed with, and that 
i be referred to the Committee on Ways and 
te eans, with the documents accompanying it. 

The SPEAKER. The question, then, will be 
on the adoption of that motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the motion also em- 
brace the printing of the report? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CULLOM. _I believe it was decided only 
yesterday, that this reference is out of order, thére 
being no such committee appointed. 

The SPEAKER. Ido not recollect that such 
decision was made. The rules of the House have 
been adopted, and they provide for the appoint- 
ment of committees. As to the instructions to be 
given to committees so appointed, it is customary 
with the House to order select committees at the 
time of ordering the reference. 

Mr. CULLOM. [I acquiesce in the decision of 
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the Chair at present; but I dissented from what I 
understood to be the decision yesterday. 

The question was then put, and carried, refer- 
ring the annual report of the 
Treasury, with the accompanying documents, to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

ACCOUNTS OF TREASURER. 
The account of the Treasurer 


sented, and the following letter, acc 
was read: 


Secretary of the 


was also pre- 


ompanying it 


Treasury or tHe Unrrep States, ? 
December 7, 1853 \ 
To the Hon. Lins Boyp, Speaker of the House of 
sentatives of the Untitled States 
Sir: In pursuance of law, | have the honor to transmit 
herewith copies of the accounts of the Treasurer of the 
United States for the third and fournh quarters of 1832, and 
for the first and second quarters of 1554, as adjusted by the 
Accounting Officer of the ‘Treasury Department , 
SAMUEL CASEY, 


Treasurer of United States 


Repre 


Mr. HOUSTON moved 
laid on the table and printed. 
The motion was put and carried, 


Mr. HOUSTON. My friend from Virginia, 
in making his motion in reference to the docu- 
ments just referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, has omitted to provide for the printing of 
some extra copies, and | now will make that mo- 
tion. I desire to know, however, from the Chair, 
whether that motion is to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, as to the number of extra 
copies of the report of the Secretary of the Treasu: v 
to be printed f 

The SPEAKER, in reply, read the 6st rule of 
the House, as follows: 


that the account be 


“61. A proposition requesting information from the 
President of the United States, or directing it to be furnished 
by the head of either of the Executive Departments, or by 
the Postmaster General, or to print an extra number of any 
documents or other matter, excepting uvessages of the Pre : 
identto both Houses at the commencement 
of Congress, 


of each session 
and the reports and documents connected with 
or reterred to in it, shall lie on the table ove day for consid 
eration, unless otherwise ordered by the 
sent ofthe House ; and all such propositions shall be taken 
up for cousideration in the order they were presented, im- 
mediately after reports are called lor trom select comunittees 5 
and, when adopted, the Clerk shall cause the same to be 
delivered.” 


Hanne as con 


This being a report and documents referred to 
in the President’s message, it is exempted from 
the rules requiring all propositions for extra copies 
to go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. To save timeand difficulty 
about this matter, I move to print the usual num- 
ber of extra copies of the report, and to refer that 
motion to the Committee on Printing when it shall 
be raised. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. « Will the gentle- 
man from Alabama designate the number of extra 
copies? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will move to print ten 
thousand extra copies for the purpose of getting a 
referenceof this matter to thecommittee. I notice 
that at the first session of the last Congress, a 
similar motion to print was made, and referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HAVEN. I woulgJike to inquire whether 
the vote of the House yesterday to print twenty 
thousand extra copies of the message, with the 
accompanying documents, did not include this 
very document? 1 supposed that it did. If that 
is the case, the motion of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama is unnecessary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will say to the gentleman 
from New York, that the report of the Sec retary 
of the Treasury does not accompany the Presi- 
dent’s message. The reports of all the other 
heads of aerate accompany the message of 
the President; but the Secretary of the Treasury 
makes his report directly to Congress. {t does 
not come here in the way that the reports of the 
other heads of Departments come here. 

Mr. HAVEN. I so understood it; but if that 
be the case, then it does not come within the op- 
eration of the sixty-first rule. The Chair having 
decided that it came within the sixty-first rule, T 
thought | must be mistaken. Still, as it is pro- 
posed to refer the motion to print extra copies to 
the Committee on Printing, if 18 unnecessary to 
take up time in discussing the matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will modify my motion 
and fix the number at 15,000. That is the num- 
ber which was named in the resolution of last 
session, and I now move to refer the motion to 
print. 
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The question was then taken on Mr. Hovston’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 


So the motion to print extra copies was referred 
t@ the Committee on Printing. 
SPEAKER'S MESSENGER. 
Mr. OLDS. 
Resolved, That of the number of messengers now allowed 
by the House, the Speaker be authorized to appoint one to 
be known as the speaker’s messenger, and that he be 


allowed the same compensation as the chiet messenger in 
the office of the Secretary of the Senate. 


I offer the following resolution: 


I will say but a single word in reference to that 
resolution. The President of the Senate, I am 
informed, not only has a messenger and a page, 
but is also allowed a clerk, while the Speaker of 
the House of Representauves, having far more 
business to transact than the President of the 
Senate, has neither of these allowed to him— 
neither a clerk, a messenger, nor a page. 

Mr. HOWE. 1 wish toask the gentleman from 
Ohio what compensation he proposes to give this 
messenrer sr 

Mr. OLDS. Four dollars a day is the com- 
pensation allowed. It must be obvious to every 
gentieman that it is necessary that the Speaker 
should have a messenger, who should be under his 
control, and be appointed by him. The resolution 
does not increase the number of messengers. It 
only takes one of those now allowed to the House, 
and gives the Speaker the appointment of and con- 
trol over him. lLask the previous question on the 
resolution ? 

The previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I believe that the 
resolution is now before the House, and now 
open to amendment. 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to amend, by providing 
that this House shall hereafter elect its own 
Librarian. 

| Cries of **No!”? “No!” ‘“No!”] 

Mr DUNHAM. If the resolution gives rise 
to debate does it not go over till to-morrow ? 

The SPEAKER. No; it was introduced by 
unanimous consent, pending the call for petitions. 

Mr. BAYLY. In making the amendment I 
have, Mr. Speaker, | desire to say only a word 
ortwo. Heretofore, | understand, that the Libra- 
rian of the House has been an appointee by the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. In my 
opinton the duties of Librarian have no connection 
with the Clerk whatever. They would appertain 
quite as well to the office of Postmaster, as to the 
Clerkship. The truth is, it belongs to neither. 
We have already a very large collection of docu- 
ments in the Libtary of the House; and if there 
be any officer who ought to be directly under 
our control more than another, it seems to 
me it would be the Librarian. He is the man 
who has to look up the documents for members, 
and such of them as take any active part in the 
businéss of the House have constantly occasion 
for those documents, and, of course, constant in- 
tercourse with thatofficer. Weare the best judges 
of the man fit for the Mace. We are the persons 
who ought to have the direct, not the indirect, 
control of him. If wehave a bad Librarian, as the 
law now stands, you can only reach him through 
the Clerk, which, to me, is a rather circuitous 
mrocess. If he be elected by this House, as the 
Duackeostr, Postmaster, and Clerk are, he will 


then be under our direct control, and if he neglect } 


his duties, if he be found unequal to his trust, by 
resolution of this House we can turn him out. 

Mr. DEAN. [rise to a point of order. The 
amendment is not germain to the original resolu- 
tion, and, therefore, not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the point is well taken, and decides that the 
amendment is not in order to the original resolution. 

Mr.ORR. I have no objection to the resolution 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Oxps,] provided 
that he will specify a particular sum that the mes- 
senger shall receive. The Blue Book is not here, 
and | do not know what is the amount of the@alary 
of the messenger of the Secretary of the Senate. 


We may be voting this messenger $1,500 per an- 
num. move to amend the resolution offered by 


fixing the compensation at four dollars per day. 
Mr. OLDS. I am willing to accept the gentle- 
man’s modification. 
Mr. DEAN. I think that the House now un- | 
derstands this matter, and for the purpose of | 
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bringing it to a vote, I call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. OLDS. With the gentleman’s permission, 

I move to strike out so much of my resolution as 
says, ‘is allowed to the messenger of the Secre- 
tary of the Senate,’’ and insert therefor the words, 
‘*a compensation not exceeding four dollars per 
day.’’ It is the same compensation that is al- 
lowed clerks for committees. 

Mr. DEAN. I now renew the call for the pre- 
vious question. | 
Mr. BRIDGES. Will the gentleman with- 
draw his call for one moment? 
Mr. DEAN. 1 will, if the gentleman will re- 

new it. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I will renew the call for the 
previous question. I understand the object the | 
gentleman from Virginia has in view 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inform the 
gentleman that the matter to which he refers has 
been ruled out of order. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I did not understand the | 
matter. If that is so, | renew the call for the pre- | 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question being upon the adoption of 
the resolution, the House were divided, and there 
were 107 voting in the affirmative, and ]6 in the 
negative, . 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. This is an import- | 
ant question, and I call for the yeas and nays | 
upon it. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, one-fifth | 
of the House not voting in favor thereof, 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mir. OLDS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution just adopted was past, and 
to lay the motion to besnailse upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

CHAPLAIN. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it not now in order to 
execute the order of the House made on yester- 














— — 


Mr. BAYLY. , I do not wish to embarrass my 
friend from Iilinois; but we all know the difficuln 
of transacting business is doing things out of tiedas 
I am not making a point upon him particularly. 
but [ would select him, because he is my friend. 
and an old member. vr 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I regret that the ren 
tleman has made a point upon me. | think the 
right place to make a point of order i : 
wrong begins. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will withdraw my point of 
order for the present. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, presented the 
petition of the heirs of Philip R. Rice, 
for the payment of a vessel impressed 
service of the Colonies during the revoh 
war, and which was lost. 

Mr. EWING. I wish to present the resoly- 
tion which I offered yesterday, with a view to 
have it referred to the Committee on the Judicia 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. PHILIPS gave notice that on to-morrow 
or some subsequent day, he would ask leave to 
introduce a bill to grant alternate sections of the 
public land to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from Mobile to New Orleans. 

On motion by Mr. LETCHER, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Daniel Steenrp 1, 
of Virginia. 

Mr. HIESTER presented the petition of citj- 
zensof Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, for the 
establishment of acertain mail route in that couy- 
ty; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, when raised. 

Mr. DICK presented the petition of citizens of 
the city of Erie, Pennsylvania, for the establish- 
ment of a United States court in that city. 

Mr. DICK said: It will be apparent to every 
member of the House that, in view of the creat 
and increasing maritime operations on our northern 
lakes, the establishment of such a court will be of 
great importance to the citizens of the State I 
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day upon a resolution I then offered in relation to have the honor to represent, this being the only 


the election of Chaplain? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 
in order until the House is informed whether or 
not the Senate have acted upon the resolution, 
and what disposition they have made of it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Has not that information 
been given? 

The SPEAKER. It has not; and the custom 
is, where the two Houses agree to elect two Chap- 
lains, that the Senate elect one first, and then in- | 
form the House of the person they have elected. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I heard this morning that 
the Senate have elected a Chaplain, and I pre- 
sumed, if such was the case, that this information 
had been communicated to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The House has no informa- | 
tion from the Senate upon the subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, gave notice of his in-) 
tention to introduce a bill authorizing the sur- 
render to the State of Indiana certain bonds of | 
said State held by the United States, amounting 
to $210,000. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Moses Petit, of In- 
diana. 
Also, a bill surrendering to the State of Iowa 
$210,000 of the bonds of said State, held by the | 
General Government. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I give notice that on to- | 
morrow, or some subsequent day, I shall ask leave 
to introduce a bill to indemnify the State of Flor- 
ida for expenses in protecting her frontier citizens 
against the Seminole Indians. 

Also, a billto grant to the State of Florida alte» | 
nate sections of the public lands, for a railroad 
between the waters of the Atlantic and Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Also, a bill to grant to the States of Florida and 
Alabama alternate sections of public lands to aid | 
in the construction of a railroad from Montgom- | 
erg, Alabama, to Pensacola, Florida. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to give notice, 
that I shall ask leave to introduce to morrow, or 
on some subsequent day, a bill making the city of | 
Quincy, Illinois, a port of delivery. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise toa question | 
of order. Is it in order, under a call upon States 
for petitions, to give notices of bills? a 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not | 
strictly inorder The call is for petitions, and not 
for notices of bills. 


port in the State of Pennsylvania upon those 

waters, and there being no other port within one 

hundred and thirty miles of that point. I there- 

fore present this petition, and ask that it may be 

referred to the proper committee, when raised. 
The order was accordingly entered. 


On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 


| files of the House the papers in the case of Eve Mills, and 


that the same be referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed. 


On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers in the case of Captain Lanalette, 
and that the same be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, when formed. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of one 
hundred and eight citizens of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, asking a grant of one hundred and 
sixty acres of the public land to the soldiers of the 
war of 1812, without regard to rank or duration of 
service; which was referred to the proper commit- 
tee, when formed. 

Mr. LYON presented the petition of Pamela 
Brown, widow of the late Major General Jacob 
Brown, deceased, for a half-pay pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, when formed. 

Mr. L. also gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day, he would ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill for the establishment of a National 
Agricultural College and Experimental Farm. 

Mr. LATHAM gave notice that on to-m»rrow, 
or some subsequent day, he would introduce a bill 
granting certain privileges to the Trustees of the 
University of the Pacific, situated in the county 
of Santa Clara, State of California. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE presented the petition of 
merchants and others, citizens of New York, for 
the establishment of American mail facilities be- 
tween the Windward West Indies and the Spanish 
Main; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when formed. 

Mr. HUGHES presented the petition of R. R. 
Platt, asking that he may be placed on the pen- 
sion roll, the same as others in similar cases; 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when formed. 


Mr. DE WITT presented the petition of John 


| A. Frink, for commutation pay and bounty land; 





